25 MAR 1997
PAS- Pr ot est
PAS NMEMBERS PROTEST PRESENCE OF | SRAELI CRI CKET TEAM

KUALA LUVMPUR, March 25 (Bernama) -- About 1,000 PAS nenbers, led by the
party's deputy president Abdul Hadi Awang, staged a denonstration today to
protest the presence here of a cricket teamfrom | srael

The denonstrators denanded that the governnent cancel the visas issued
to menbers of the Israeli team and deport them inmediately, saying the
decision to allow themto enter Ml aysia tantamounts to recognising the
Jewi sh state

The protesters gathered at the Merdeka Square at 9am and they then
proceeded to the Prinme Mnister's Departnent where Abdul Hadi and six Pas
Yout h | eaders handed over a nmenorandumto the Prime Mnister's Politica
Secretary (1) Datuk Aziz Shanmsuddin in his office.

The Youth |eaders are the nmovement's chief Abu Bakar Chik, vice-chief
Mohamad Sabu and executive council nenbers Dr Mhd Hatta Raml i, Sallehuddin
Ayob, Mahfuz Orar and Abdul Latif Ibrahim

The protesters carried placards condemming the Israeli governnment and
burnt Israeli flags at Merdeka Square and the entrance of the Prine
M nister's Departnent.

As they left the Prime Mnister's departnent, the PAS | eaders were
acconpani ed by several Home Mnistry officials.

Police kept control of the situation until the denmonstrators dispersed
at about noon.

The Israeli teamis here to conpete in the 21-day International Cricket
Counci | Trophy which began yesterday.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanad said on Sunday that the
governnment allowed the teamto participate here to show the Israeli
visitors how people of different races and religions can |ive together in
peace in a country like Mal aysi a.

Abdul Hadi said in a statenent that PAS regrets that while the Israel
government is illegally opening up new settlenments in occupi ed Pal estinian
territory, Ml aysia "sham essly" permits Israelis to set foot in this
country.

He said the party is disappointed with the governnment for issuing visas
to the Israeli team despite the fact that Ml aysia does not have diplomatic
relations with Israel. -- BERNAMVA
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