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KOTA BAHARU, Cct 15 (Bernamm) -- Kelantan Menteri Besar Datuk N k Abdu
Aziz Nik Mat said today the state governnments' support of Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad at a tine when the country is facing
econonic woes is the appropriate thing to do and one demanded by Islam

He said all parties should unite in the interests of the nation and the
peopl e although all this while PAS had been critical of the Barisan
Nasi onal | eadershi p.

"When our country is in crisis we nmust unite, |ook after the governnent
but we will definitely criticise the mistakes commtted (by the |eaders)
he said after chairing the state executive council neeting, here

He said Dr Mahathir need not resign his post now as suggested by the
foreign nmedia. He had only to ensure that all wasteful practices and
unprofitable nega projects were stopped as denmanded by PAS all this while

"In terns of resignation, | say don't, but in terns of extravagance and
wast age we (PAS) nust hit out and oppose,” he said.

Asked whether his stand would be detrinmental to PAS politica
interest, he said PAS did not oppose everything done by the federal
government as that would be wong and unlslanic.

He said the stand would al so not confuse PAS supportes who understood
its struggle.

Ni k Aziz also said that the state governnent was stepping up efforts to
cut administrative expenses in line with the federal governnent's circular
to all the state governments to go an an austerity drive

A circular would be issued to all governnent offices directing themto
switch off the lights during the lunch hour and to turn off the
air-conditioning 30 mnutes before the end of office hours and state
receptions woul d be cancell ed, he said.

He said the austerity drive by the PAS | eaders before this had enabl ed
Kel antan to settle part of its loans fromthe federal government. --
BERNAMA
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