19 AUG 1997
Mahat hi r - Passport
PASSPORT RULE FOR PENI NSULAR M SI ANS STAYS, SAYS MAHATH R

KUCHI NG Aug 19 (Bernanm) -- The ruling requiring Ml aysians fromthe
peni nsula to use passport to visit Sarawak and Sabah will stay for a little
| onger, prime minister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said today

He acknow edged that the requirement was an anonaly within the country
but peninsula people "would have to tolerate it a little bit nore until
Sar awaki ans feel confident."

"Actually a lot of themare already confident but there are stil
people who will politicise this thing," he said at a press conference at
the Kuching International Airport before leaving for Kuala Lunpur after a
two-day visit to Sarawak.

He hoped that over tinme such requirenent would be renoved and freer
noverent between Sarawak/ Sabah and peninsula Ml aysia could be facilitated

The immgration requirenent, which also stipulates that peninsula
Mal aysi ans nust apply for work permits for enploynment in Sarawak and Sabah,
is part of the 20-point agreenent for the two States to join the Ml aysian
federati on.

Lawyers from the peninsula, who wanted to appear in courts in Sarawak
and Sabah, would have to apply for ad hoc admi ssion to the |ocal bar.

The issue becanme controversial recently when |awer Karpal Singh urged
the government to review the passport requirenent, describing it as
ridi cul ous.

Also related to the controversy was deputy minister in the Prine
M nister's Departnment Datuk Nazri Aziz's call for renoval of the ad hoc
admi ssion ruling so that peninsula |awers could practise freely in Sarawak
and Sabah.

Both the Sarawak Advocates Association and the Sabah Lawyers
Associ ation and political leaders in the states took exception and objected
strongly to Nazri's remarks.

On his visit, Dr Mahathir said he was satisfied with the rapid
devel opnent taking place in Sarawak.

He said it was glaring that Sarawak was undergoing rapi d devel opnent as
evi dent by the nunerous buil dings and vehicles noving the people about.

"Qobviously the econony is doing well,"” he said.

O her ongoing projects such as the new deep-sea port near here would
contribute towards inproving Sarawak's econonic performance

The prine mnister said a new airport for Kuching will be built on the
808-ha area at km 30 the Kuching- Matang road.

The area was alienated by the state government for the construction of
an administrative centre nodelled after the new federal administrative
capital in Putrajaya near Kuala Lumnpur.

Chief mnister Tan Sri Haji Abdul Taib Mahnud announced the granting of
the land at the opening of an arch commenorating the 40th year of
Mal aysi a' s i ndependence by Dr Mahathir at Matang earlier today.

At the press conference Dr Mahathir did not el aborate on the proposed
airport, nerely saying that "people would say we are wasting again."

"But | can assure you we don't do anything silly in this country. Silly
things that we do always turn out to be sensible things," said the prinme
m ni ster.

Abdul Tai b, when approached later after sending off Dr Mhathir, told
reporters that the state government had allocated the land to allow for the
expansi on of Kuching city.



He said it was up to the federal governnment to utilise the |and.

"But we have not discussed in detail the airport proposal. W'll only
use the land when we decide to build the airport,” Abdul Taib added.--
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