29/ 08/ 1997
Past experiences influenced Tunku

Tunku I'smail Jewa

POLI Tl CALLY, Kedah was stabl e when Tunku Abdul Rahrman was born in 1903. In
accepting Thailand' s suzerainty, the Sultan of Kedah was allowed to rule
according to the laws and custons of his State.

The popul ation then was |largely rural and honbgeneous and there was
i ntegration anmong the indi genous conmunities with the Malay-1ndian Mislins
and Mal ay- Kedah Thai s.

The Tunku's father, Sultan Abdul Hamid, then a figure of unity in the
feudal State, was beconming progressively ill after a stroke he had in
1895. As a result, the Sultan's younger brother, Tunku Abdul Aziz, took
over the administration of the State.

Despite its political stability, Kedah was facing financia
difficulties. In 1905, Kedah agreed to accept a British financial advisor,
WF. WIliamson, who was appointed by the Thai Governnent to help in the
financial administration of the State.

The adm nistration of the State was reorgani sed and a State Council was
fornmed to govern the country, ending the absolute control of the Sultan
over the affairs of the State

In 1909, Thailand transferred Kedah to the British Governnent by treaty
agreenment and so Kedah becane one of the Unfederated States of Ml aya.

When the Sultan's health worsened the Tunku's el dest brother, Tunku
| brahi m (Tunku Sul ong), was appoi nted the Regent of Kedah in 1913.

Al'l these political changes had an inpact on the Tunku's early education
as well as his style of dealing with people, managenent and adm nistration
in years to cone.

The Tunku was born a prince but he had the heart of a conmoner. He grew
up to be what he was because of his nother, Che Manjal ara Luang Naraburi
Rak.

H s nmot her woul d al ways i npress upon her children not to forget the
comon people but to work for their welfare and interest, and above all,
to be hunble. She would renmi nd themthey would not be royalty wi thout the
support of the people.

The Tunku's father was ill nost of the tine and was kept in isolation in
the pal ace fromhis children. The responsibility of raising his children
therefore became the responsibility of the Tunku' s nother, who was
affectionately called Mak Che by all. The Tunku was al so | ucky to have
ol der brothers to see to his formal education.

As the Regent of Kedah, his el dest brother Tunku | brahi mnmade sure that
Sir Laurence Quillenmard, the Governor of the Straits Settlenments and the
H gh Commi ssion of the Malay States, agree to allow the adm nistration of
the State be carried out by Malay officers while the State Council be
responsi bl e for the higher educati on of Ml ays, before signing the 1923
treaty between Kedah and Britain.

In 1919, another el der brother of the Tunku, Tunku Mohamrad Jewa, as
secretary of the State Council, was instrumental in sending the Tunku to
Engl and on a governnent scholarship to further his education after his
school i ng at Penang Free School .

It was the education the Tunku received at Canbridge University (1923-
1926) and the conpany he m xed with in England that noul ded himto becone
a future politician in British Ml aya.

In England, the Tunku studied at St Catherine's College. There, he was
denied a roomtwice. His tutor told himit was only for Englishnmen. The



Tunku described his reaction to the incident in his book Sonething to
Renmenmber as fol | ows:

Fromthen on, there grewinside nme an intense anti-colonial feeling.
was determned to fight for the i ndependence of my country. | started to
attend neetings of the Indian students novenent for independent |India and
joined themin their activities.

H s mother's influence of caring for the common people; the inter-ethnic
harnmony in the State ruled by his father; the racial prejudice he
encountered in Canbridge as well as his involvement in political
activities with Indian students there made himrealise the inportance of
raci al harnony and national unity in an i ndependent country. The Tunku's
dreamwas real i sed when our country achi eved i ndependence through inter-
et hni ¢ cooperation, tol erance and understandi ng 40 years ago. Today, we
have peace, security and prosperity in Ml aysia under Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hir Mohanmad because of the | egacy of the Tunku's Alliance Governnent.
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