17/ 04/ 1997
PM Success reflects Bums' ability to conpete

Tengku Sari f fuddi n; Marhal i m Abas

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - The econom ¢ achi evenents of Bumi puteras since

i ndependence reflected their ability to conpete with other Ml aysians,
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad sai d today.

The Prime M nister said the Governnment's efforts to hel p Bum puteras had
exceeded expectations and this had contributed to the country's multi-
racial stability.

"Bumi put eras' success shoul d give themconfidence in their abilities and
spur themto work harder," he said when opening the Buniputera Econom c
Achi evenents Exposition at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said it was difficult to inmagine
during the colonial era that Ml aysia could achieve a | evel of devel opnent
whi ch other countries would want to enul ate.

The race riots of 1969 pronpted the Governnent to introduce progranmres
to assi st Bumi puteras.

"Many approaches were taken," he said. "Sonme were successful and sone
failed. W did not succeed fully but it hel ped reduce ill-feeling anpong
the races.”

"I'n other countries, their social engineering programres to correct the
i mbal ance within their societies failed."

The 10-day exposition, organi sed by Wanita Umo, is one of the
programres being held in conjunction with the party's 50th anniversary
cel ebrations | ast year.

Al so present were Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mohd Ali, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahim Datin Seri Dr Wan Azi zah Van |smai |
Umo suprene council menbers, Barisan Nasional conponent party | eaders,
corporate figures and representatives of foreign m ssions.

Dr Mahathir said the expo was a good opportunity for Bum puteras to
rem nd thensel ves of their achi evenments.

Bum put eras, he said, should not be too conplacent and t hey shoul d work
harder for further advancenent.

"They shoul d be nodest in their success,
originally backward. "

Dr Mahathir said there Bumi puteras still faced many chal | enges,
especially in information technol ogy.

"But | am confident that Bum puteras can achi eve nuch progress in the
future as they have done now," he said.

Dr Mahathir later toured the exposition and was particularly interested
inthe Formula One racing circuit nmasterplan devel oped by Ml aysi a
Ai rports Bhd near Sepang.

Wanita Umo chief Datuk Dr Siti Zaharah Sul ai man attri buted Bum puteras'
econom ¢ achi evenents to Umo's efforts.

"These achi evenents woul d not have happened wi thout the various policies
adopted by the party," she said.

The exposition's opening cerenmobny was broadcast |ive over the Wrld Wde
Web and can be accessed at its website (www. iweb.com nu/umo. htm). A video
of the opening cerenpny which includes Dr Mahathir's of f-the-cuff speech
is al so avail abl e.

Fifty maj or Bum putera conpanies are pronoting their products in the
exposition divided into 11 sectors: agriculture and plantation, shipping
and maritinme, petrochemcal, airport, airline, autonotive and | and
transportati on.

he sai d, "because they were



O hers are express |ink devel opnent and power, education, financial
servi ces, property devel opnent and tel ecomuni cati ons.
Earlier, Dr Mahathir inspected a guard-of-honour conprising 500 Wani ta
Bri gade nenbers | ed by Mejar (Rtd) Habi bah Baharum
He | ater | aunched the brigade - a uniforned body in Wanita Umo forned
to attract younger women to join the novenent.
( END)
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