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By: K C. Leong

SANTA CLARA (California), Jan 18 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmed' s visit to California this week could well prove to be a watershed
in Ml aysia's progress towards Vision 2020 and bodes to irrevocably change
the way of life for Malaysians.

It has been a week in which the Prine Mnister has enthusiastically and
el oquently propounded the country's drive to nodify its strategy to nove
into the Information Age through the devel opnent of nultinedia industries.

For Mal aysi ans, the change was heralded in Dr Mahathir's New Year
nmessage just over two weeks ago when he devoted the mmjor part of his
speech to the inperatives for the country to go higher tech in its drive to
achi eve devel oped country status by 2020.

For his target audiences here in California, his pitch to get their
help to give a boost to the devel opnment of the Miltimedia Super Corridor
(MSC) has been an eye-opener in ternms of its conprehensiveness,
attractiveness and viability.

Their response has been npbst positive, especially here in the Silicon
Val l ey, the world's |eading concentration of high-technol ogy comnpani es,
especially those in multinmedia and know edge-based i ndustries which
Mal aysia wants to set up base in the MsC

For many Mal aysi ans, conditioned to associating (wongly) that Vision
2020 is to nmake Mal aysia an industrialised country, it should now be clear
that the country is aimng nuch higher, in fact for an econony where
services will be the biggest sector of the econony, ahead of nmanufacturing

Al t hough the MSC at present still involves the building of billion of
ringgit worth of infrastructure, notably the new airport, express rai
link, Putra Jaya and the adjoining Cyber Jaya for the private sector, its
first batch of "flagship applications” will largely involve "brain-powered"
activities.

These applications include such projects as el ectronic governnent,
smart schools, telenedicine, research and devel opnent clusters, the
nati onal nultipurpose card and borderl ess marketing

And that's only the first phase. The second phase w Il involve Iinking
the MSC -- a 50km by-15km gl obal testbed -- with other islands of
excel | ence and phase three will see the whole of Ml aysia |eapfrogging into
the Information Age with the entire country "living and working in these
new ways".

Dr Mahat hir has been busy here, first in Los Angeles to address nmminly
those in the entertainment industry centred on Hollywod, and from
Wednesday here in the Silicon Valley to talk to |eaders of many of the top
Ameri can hardware and software conpani es

Just as he launched a then commodities-based Ml aysia full speed ahead
towards industrialisation in the eighties, Dr Mahathir is now seeking to
catapult the nation to what he describes as "the full pronise of the
I nformation Age".

I'n anot her visionary nove, he is seeing earlier than nost that globa
forces are sweeping nations towards a digital era characterised by the
convergence of conputers, information and entertainnent and all the ways it
will inpact on the way people live, learn, work and play.

As Dr Mahathir hinself puts it, the success of a country depends on its
ability to adopt and adapt to global forces and "visionary countries can
choose to create value rather than nmerely struggle to nake the nobst out of



exi sting circunstances".

He has been busy here trying to help Mal aysia adopt the best that's
available fromthe top hardware, software and entertai nment conpani es by
getting themto advise and invest in the MSC. For Ml aysians, exciting
times are ahead as they learn to adapt. -- BERNAMA
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