04/ 09/ 1997

PM Unite to defend econony

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said
today despite not having ulterior notives agai nst devel oped nati ons,
Mal aysi a had conme under their constant attacks.

Bri efi ng Umo del egates ahead of the party's general assenbly which
begins with the Youth and Wanita neetings tonorrow, Dr Mahathir said these
attacks included criticisms agai nst Mal aysia, saying that it was
undenocratic and viol ated hurman rights.

"They advocate freedom of speech but when we speak agai nst them they
becone angry. So, where is the freedom of speech?" he said, adding that
this showed they were not tolerant. He cited his nmeeting with United
States Secretary of State Madel eine Al bright in July where she refused to
accept his views, saying that they did not reflect those of the present
generati on.

Dr Mahathir, who is Umo president, said Malaysia did not wish to nmake
enem es with anyone but as others were trying to find fault with it, the
country had to defend itself.

He added that his frequent attacks on the West was because he was anti -
injustice and not anti-Wst as clained by certain quarters.

"The Governnent is responsible for protecting the interests of the
peopl e. So does Umo. "

Dr Mahat hir said Mal aysia believes in the "prosper thy nei ghbour”
policy, and despite its limted resources, had extended assi stance to
several countries.

He al so spoke at | ength on Anerican billionaire George Soros who he
accused of wreaking havoc on Mal aysia's econony.

Dr Mahathir urged del egates to unite in defending the econony.

"W have to plan to save our country. So, all parties must support the
gover nment . "

( END)
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