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Mahat hi r - Language
PM DI SCOURAG NG ENGLI SH A DI SSERVI CE TO THE MALAYS

KUALA LUMPUR, Sept 5 (Bernamm) -- Malay parents who di scourage their
children from nmastering English for "nationalistic" reasons are doing a
great disservice to the Ml ays thenselves, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad sai d today.

By doing this, they were actually depriving the Ml ays from acquiring
vital know edge to develop the comunity itself as well as the nation, he
sai d when opening the Umo general assenbly at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre
here.

Dr Mahathir, who is also Umo president, wants the Malays to realise
that they will not be less nationalistic and patriotic if they master other
| anguages conpared to nationalists who are only proficient in their nother
t ongue.

" If a particular race is forced to redeemits dignity by mastering
anot her | anguage and acquiring know edge in this |anguage, they are in fact
far nore nationalistic conpared with those who only shout at the top of
their voice abut their so-called sense of nationalism" said the prine
m ni ster.

Dr Mahathir spoke of the need for the Malays to acquire the "l anguage
of know edge" in his presidential policy speech entitled " Redeem ng the
Dignity of the Malays and Islant', a recurring thenme which he stresses on at
the annual gathering of the country's largest political party.

"In our efforts to redeemthe dignity of our race, it is very inportant
that we pursue know edge in whatever |anguages. If we need to provide ample

time for this purpose, then we have to be willing to do it.
" Hard work, diligence and patience or tine are necessary in acquiring
know edge. If we do this, God willing, we shall succeed, we can devel op our

race, and we can be the real nmasters if this is what we aspire to be," he
sai d.

Over 1,900 del egates from 165 Umo divisions are attending the
t hree-day assenbly. Also present at the opening cerenony were |eaders of
the other 12 conponent parties of the ruling Barisan Nasional coalition and
foreign anbassadors.

Dr Mahathir said the Umo-1led government had provided the necessary
facilities for acquiring know edge and | anguages of know edge

" However, there are many (Malay) parents who think differently,

i ncluding being not interested in having their children acquire know edge
vital for developing their own race and country," he said.

"Instead they want their children to acquire a deep sense of the
so-called Malay nationalism They do not encourage their children to
seriously master the English |anguage, for instance,” he said

The prine minister said still there were Malay parents who wanted their
children only to becone religious people know edgeable only in Islamc
religi ous studies.

" Because of this, the talented anong these children are unable to
pursue other forns of know edge which they would have mastered with ease,”
he added.

As a result, when they qualified in religious studies, their children's
job opportunities were limted, thus depriving them from seeking
hi ghl y-pai d j obs.

This being the case, they would feel |et down and begin to regard
society as being unfair to them



"And they vent their anger on society especially other people who are
know edgeable in other fields and who are better off in life than
thenmsel ves. And they get angry with the governnment which they |abel as
secular. It is in this troubled water that many will be fishing," said Dr
Mahat hi r .

The prine minister said this did not nean that the governnent was not
gi ving enphasis on religious studies, as could be seen fromthe fact that
the facilities for such studies were far better today than in the past and
that anyone wanting to pursue religious know edge now could do so even to
t he hi ghest 1|evel

" But what will happen to the Muslim community if the know edge that
they have is only linmted to only religious matters, religious |aws and
figh. There won't becone nedical doctors, engineers, arny generals,
busi nessnen and entrepreneurs, farnmers and others who are vital for the
wel | -being of society in their mdst," he asked.

He said Malaysia greatly needed people educated in various fields of
know edge who could help the country compete successfully with others and
havi ng enough such people would al so nmean that the governnent had
acconplished its responsibility as required by Islam

But Dr Mahathir admitted that conments made on Islamic religious
studies were highly sensitive because anyone who said that Muislinms shoul d
study fields of know edge other than their religion would be branded as
less Islanic.

"Umo as a political party should not be afraid of being accused of not
giving priority to Islam Wen we plan the Miltinmedia Super Corridor (MC),
we actually strive to save Muslinms in these ever challenging tines as well
for the future," he said.

The prine minister said although he did not dismiss the possibility of
projects |like the MSC being abused and could give rise to undesirable
probl ens to society, he remained confident that if the people acquired the
i nformation technol ogy, the negative aspect of this technol ogical invasion
woul d be overcone.

" OF course it is easy to criticise the MSC by claimng that the
Corridor of Mecca project is better. But clains of making the state of
Kel antan as the Corridor of Mecca have | ong been nmade," he said in an
obvi ous reference to PAS, the party which rules Kelantan and which wants to
turn the state into the Corridor of Mecca, Islams holy city.

M5C is the 15km by 50km hub between the Kuala Lunpur City Centre here
and Putrajaya, the new federal governnment administrative capital to the
sout h.

He described plans for the Corridor of Mecca as a PAS politica
propaganda to gain power while Kelantan today also had its fair share of
i nci dence of drug abuse, AIDS and vice. - - BERNAMA
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