21/ 12/ 1997

Peaceful gathering to ask for better padi price

JITRA, Sat. - About 1,000 farmers gathered for about five hours outside
the Muda Agricul tural Devel opnent Authority conplex at Kn28 Tunj ang, near
here, today to ask the Governnent to consider a hike in padi price

The farmers had assenbled to protest against alleged | ow padi prices and
to voice their displeasure over new conditions introduced by the
Agriculture Mnistry on the sale of padi.

About 300 policenen, including Federal Reserve Unit, Light Strike Force
and Speci al Branch personnel, were on standby.

However, no untoward incident was reported during the gathering, which
lasted from7amtill noon.

Sone of the farnmers were heard explaining to the police that they had
gat hered to demand for their rights.

State Deputy Police Chief Senior Assistant Conmm ssioner || Abdul Zahid
Syed | brahi m Al - Habshi arrived at the scene at 9.45amand later met 12 of
the farmers inside the Mada conpl ex. Mada general nanager Datuk Syed
Azi zan Al -ldrus also attended the neeting, which ended about 1lam

At 11.30am one of the farnmers, Ahsin Salleh, 35, who attended the
nmeeting cane out of the conplex and asked the crowd to disperse
peaceful | y.

He also told themthat the Agriculture Mnistry had agreed to the
m ni mum deduction of padi at 12 per cent instead of the 14 per cent
deci ded earlier.

Asked to comrent on the gathering, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamad advi sed the farmers agai nst such acti ons when seeki ng Gover nnent
financi al assi stance.

He said that this could |l ead others to al so gather and nake simlar
requests.

Dr Mahathir added the Government was | ooking into problens faced by the
farnmers. He was speaking to reporters at the Kota Permai Golf and Country
Resort in Kota Kenuning, Shah Al am

The Agriculture Mnistry's Padi and Rice Price Control and Monitoring
division had directed Padi Beras Nasional, mllers and |icensed padi
purchasers to nmake deducti ons between 18kg and 25kg for every 100kg of
padi sold to them

Bef ore the Novenber directive, mllers deducted an average of 10kg for
every 100kg padi sold. The deductions were for spoilt padi, noisture
content, dirt and foreign matter

However, the Mnistry agreed to review the ruling and reduced it to a
m ni mum deducti on of 14kg.

After Ahsin finished speaking, Syed Azizan told the farnmers to be
patient as the Governnent was sensitive to their plight and that Deputy
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi mwould be in Kedah on Monday to try
to resol ve the probl em
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