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Kamarul Yunus; Wendy Lim

BUM PUTERA conpani es have the know edge and expertise to make it in

i nformation technology (I T) and conpete in the Miltinedia Super Corridor
(MsC) without the help of quotas, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohanmad says.

"Bumi put era conpani es have | eapfrogged in the IT field and have the
know edge as wel | as experienced engi neers and progranmmers.

"There are enough Bumi putera experts in this field and as such there is
no need to worry about their participation in the IT sector,"” Dr Mahathir
said during a video-conferencing session participated by sone 13, 000
people in 28 | ocati ons nationw de.

The Prime Mnister was replying to a question posed by Enci k M ndar
Saidi, the village head of Sepang. M ndar wanted to know if the Governnent
had a special programme to provi de busi ness opportunities for Bum puteras
at Sepang, which is at the very heart of the MSC

Dr Mahathir said although the 30 per cent quota for Bum putera
participation will not apply within the MSC, the Corridor will provide
many opportunities for Bum puteras to beconme entrepreneurs, devel opers,
busi nessnmen or workers.

He said there will not be any definite progranme to boost the
participation of Bumiputeras within the MSC, but the Governnent will
continue to strive for a balance in the well-being of Bum puteras and the
non- Buni put er as.

"W need to renmenber that we nove together in IT... it is not one noving
in front and another behind," he said.

Dr Mahathir said there are al ready nmany Bumi putera conpani es involved in
the IT.

"When | (visited) Universiti Putra Malaysia, | saw exhi bits by many
Bum putera conpanies dealing in IT. Many of these new | T- based Buni putera
conmpani es have joint ventures with foreign conpani es.

"Some Bumi put era conpani es have even invested RM0 million to buy
computers for an up-to-date database. Their |IT knowl edge is no |l ess than
ot hers," he said.

As an exanple, he cited a Bum putera who was involved in the maki ng of
the Jurasic Park novie in Hollywod. There are nany ot her successful
Bum puteras in other parts of the world too, he added.

The Prime M nister said the younger generation of Bum puteras readily
accept IT and will be able to conpete with their foreign counterparts.
"This |I found out in ny discussions with them It is not to say that ny
know edge in this field is extensive, but | do understand what IT is."

During the two-hour video-conferencing, Dr Mahathir fielded 14 questions
on the MSC and rel ated issues.

Penang, represented by Federati on of Ml aysi an Manufacturer chairnman
(northern branch) O K. Lee, asked the Prinme M nister how the island can
conpl ement t he MSC.

Dr Mahat hir said alt hough conpani es based in Penang will not be able to
enjoy MSC status, their help is needed to devel op MSC s facilities such as
content centres and design facilities.

"There is a close relation between I T conpani es based outsi de and those
inthe MSC. | amaware that there are conpanies involved in IT and are
suitable for MSC but they are | ocated in Penang. Sone of their activities,
such as their research and devel opnent centres, can be located in the MSC



to enjoy its incentives."

The IT, he said, is a big sector that covers nmany information-rel ated
busi nesses. These conpani es, he said, can apply to the Miultimedi a
Devel opnent Corp for special privileges.

The Governnent, Dr Mahathir said, ainms to focus on specific IT
applications at the MSC before expanding it to other states. "Wen we open
it toinclude other areas, |T-rel ated conpanies in Penang can take

advantage of the incentives, if they are still in place.”
The Prime M nister was al so asked if the MSC will provide opportunities
for non-IT related firnms; after all, the M5C woul d be just |ike any other

i ndustrial town and has a popul ati on of 150, 000 peopl e who need food,
housi ng and entertai nnment.

"Non-1T rel ated busi nesses such as devel opers, builders, taxi drivers
wi Il be needed in Cyberjaya and the ot her packages in the 15km by 50km
ar ea.

"Do not think that we do not give place to other businesses. They can
continue their work as usual ," he said.

In I poh, a participant asked Dr Mahathir how | ong the country woul d have
torely on foreign | abour for the MSC project.

Dr Mahathir said the process of inmporting foreign expertise wll
continue as the country needs to learn fromthe experts. He urged
Mal aysi ans not to be ashane that "we have to seek technol ogi cal advice
fromthe experts as we are in a | earning process".

"For exanple, we want engineering expertise to make a car... we need not
invent it ... they showus howit is done and we inprove on it.

"After getting the technol ogy, we may explore its uses on our own. W
must admit that we need hel p. The Japanese used Western technol ogy too,"
fromwhi ch they devel oped their own products, the Prinme M nister said.

"The MSC will use foreign experts as long as we need to learn... people
come here to learn fromus too. They study our devel opnent nodel ," he
sai d.
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