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PM Cooperation can be extended to region

Hardev Kaur in Blantyre (Ml aw )

BLANTYRE (Mal awi ), Fri: The neani ngful cooperation between Ml aysia and
Mal awi can be extended to include the "entire South-East Asian and

Sout hern African region”

Wth the "days of confrontation and conflict |largely over", countries in
t he Sout hern African region are noving towards cl oser cooperation through
their nmenbership and participation in the Southern Devel opment Conmunity
( SADC) .

And as | eaders of the region rededicate thenselves to the ains and
i deal s of regional cooperation, Southern Africa will regain its position
as an inportant trading and commercial region in Africa.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohanmad expressed confi dence that
with the stable political and econom c environnent prevailing in the
Sout hern African region, the cooperation that has been devel oped between
Mal aysi a and Mal awi can be extended to the whol e of the Southern African
region.

The SADC groups Angol a, Botswana, Lesotho, Malawi, Mauritius,

Mozanbi que, Nami bia, South Africa, Swaziland, Tanzania, Zanbia, and
Zi mbabwe.

In his address at the official banquet here, the Prinme Mnister said the
cl ose bonds of friendship devel oped followi ng bilateral visits "are here
to stay".

These visits have hel ped to focus on the conpl enentary potentials of the
two countries. There is optinmismin the countries that collaboration can
be realised in socio-econom ¢ devel opment, education, agriculture and
ot her fields.

Mal aysia, as a trading nation and a country whose Gross Donestic Product
i s becom ng increasingly dependent on manufacturing, realises that
geogr aphi cal distance, cultural and other differences should not be a
constraint on the devel opnent of closer ties with other countries.

In this regard, while Ml aysia and Mal awi are separated by "seem ngly
great geographical distance", this has been nore than "adequately
conmpensated by strong nutual regard, goodwi |l and friendship between our
peopl es”, Dr Mahat hir said.

Citing an exanple, he said the joint venture between Tel ekom Mal aysi an
and Mal awi Post and Tel econmuni cation Corp is a source of encouragenent
for further collaboration. Dr Mahathir said these joint ventures can be
| argely realised through good networking between the private sectors of
the two countries.

However, Dr Mahathir hastened to add that "a little encouragenent from
the Government is essential" and noted that this is forthcomng fromthe
Mal awi an Gover nnent .

Referring to the inclusion of inportant Ml aysian private sector
representatives, businessnen and entrepreneurs in his delegation, Dr
Mahat hir said their presence is to encourage nore networking with the
private sector in Ml aw .

It has been Ml aysia's experience that cooperation between the private
sectors in two different countries bring about "a new di nensi on, dynam sm
and nonentumto bilateral ties. They often set a pace that cannot be
easily planned and executed by governnents", the Prinme M nister said.

The Mal aysi a | ncorporated Policy seeks to achi eve a harnoni ous but
busi ness-li ke and friendly associati on between the private and the public



sectors.

Referring to rel ati ons between Ml aysia and Mal awi, Dr Mahathir said
Mal awi , thanks largely to Tel ekom Mal aysia, "is not an unknown country in
Mal aysi a". The English | anguage and the desire of the peoples in the two
countries to "advance economically, offers us opportunities to | ook ahead
and achi eve cooperati on".

On a governnent -t o-governnent | evel, Ml aysia has sought through various
mechani snms to i npart sone of the know edge, expertise and technology to
ot her countries of the South.

Wil e the contacts have been slow in getting off the momentumi s
gat hering, since 1990, a total of 42 Mal aw ans have visited Ml aysi a under
some of the programmes.

Earlier, at a ground-breaking cerenony for a RWO0O mllion hotel being
devel oped by G Two Hol di ngs and Mal awi Devel opnent Corp, Dr Mahathir
stressed the need to preserve the environment.

He advi sed t he devel opers and ot her Mal aysi an entrepreneurs not just to
think of bottonlines but to assist the locals as the "profits that you
make cone fromthe | ocal s". The funds for the 159-room hotel will be
rai sed of fshore in Labuan

At the cerenony, Dr Mahathir handed over a huge key as a synbol for the
100 | owcost houses that GTwo is building for the locals in Blantyre. The
cost of the houses is being borne by the conpany itself.

Apart from G Two Hol di ngs, which is also venturing into power generation
and devel opnent of holiday resorts in Malawi, Tel ekom Mal aysia i s anot her
Mal aysi an conpany with a foothold the country. Tel ekom has established a
GSM cel | ul ar tel ecommuni cati ons business with a major stake in Tel ekom
Net wor ks Mal awi .

( END)
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