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PM Don't succunb to extrem smof any kind (HL)

Ahmad A. Talib

KUALA LUMPUR, Fri. - Rem nding Umo | eaders and nmenbers repeatedly that
the party had done nmuch to put Islamin its rightful place, Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad urged them not to succunb to extrem sm of any ki nd.

The Prime M nister and Umo president said the party's efforts had al so
hel ped Islamto gain a neasure of respect fromthe world, and Umo | eaders
and nenbers should help to enhance the religion's standing by rejecting
extrem sm especially in anulti-racial and nulti-religious country Iike
Mal aysi a.

Dr Mahathir said: "W in Umo need to deal with every threat for the
sake of the freedom and peace of our country, for the sake of the
prosperity and security of Mislins and ot her Ml aysi ans.

"Believe ne ... if we allow extrem st groups to do as they pl ease, we
will be just |ike several other Mislimcountries which are weak, oppressed
by bi gger powers, chaotic and have riots all the tinme.

"Umo's responsibility is heavy. The chal |l enges whi ch we have had to
face and overcone in the past are snall conpared to the chall enges ahead.
If we are not brave and | ack conviction to fight for truth and honour, if
we are preoccupied with wealth and materialism if we are involved in
corrupt practices, and if we allow those who use religion to act
indiscrimnately, then the 51 years of struggle for the religion and the
race will go to waste."

Dr Mahat hir gave this advi ce when opening Umo's 51st annual genera
assenbly at the Putra Wirld Trade Centre here.

Speaki ng on the topi c Redeemning the honour of race and religion, he
dwelt at length on the subject of Islam- its history, its influence on
the culture of its followers, the progress it had brought, the abuse of
the religion which had Ied to open conflicts and what needed to be done to
redeemits honour and dignity.

Dr Mahathir said: "It is 40 years since Umo | ed the Government in
ruling a nulti-racial and nulti-religious country. Throughout the history
of i ndependent Mal aysia, we have seen how our country, which was once
backward and weak, freed itself fromthe shackles of col onialismand went
on to advance to the point that it has now become an exanple to other
devel opi ng countri es.

"Al t hough the Ml aysi an popul ation is made up of many races, religions,
| anguages and cul tures, the Umo-|ed Governnment has been able to ensure
peace and reduce racial tendenci es.

"The Mal ays and ot her Bumi putera who were once weak econom cal ly have
now i ntegrated well into the trading and industrial sector, so nuch so
that the distinction in terns of efficiency in utilising and acquiring
resources of wealth between them and other ethnic groups is no | onger
gl ari ng.

"Al though there were attenpts in the beginning to split the Ml ays al ong
religious lines, they failed. The majority of Mal ays opted for a noderate
attitude as is required by Islam and not an extrem st one which is
condemed by the religion

"Because of this, Ml aysia has becone rich and strong and is able to
hel p others who are oppressed and victim sed, including the Miuslins in
Bosni a, Pal estine, Somalia and el sewhere. W do not experience the probl em
of riotings by extrem st groups as found i n many other devel opi ng
countries, including many Muslimcountries."



Expanding on the role of Umo in the nation's progress, the Prine
M ni ster said that whether or not the objective to nake Mal aysia a
devel oped nation was achi eved depended on several factors.

"From outside the country, there are many enemnmies who would like to
colonialise us again indirectly.

"They are hel ped, consciously or unconsciously, by groups in the country
who are inclined towards extrem st ways and are not tol erant, including
Musl i m groups that are not happy because we do not exhibit ways which to
themare Islamic - that is to riot, condem, and to al ways accuse ot her
Musl i ms of being unlslamc,” Dr Mahathir said.
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