19/ 11/ 1997
Peopl e free to express their views: PM

Kamar ul Yunus

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad yesterday said the Government cannot stop
the people fromexpressing their feelings when their country and | eaders
are being criticised by others.

The Prime M nister said Mal aysians are free to express their views.
"When they criticise the Governnment, we don't stop them W al so cannot
stop them when they criticise other people. That is what freedom of speech
is all about,"” he told reporters after |aunching a six-day Japan's Gta
Prefecture One Village One Product and Tourism Pronotion in Kuala Lunpur.

Dr Mahat hir was asked to conment on the plea by US Anbassador to
Mal aysia John R Malott that Mal aysians stop their Anerican-bashing.

"It isdifficult for us to ask soneone to stop expressing their feelings

We cannot switch on and switch off (their feelings)," he said.

Mal ott, at a press conference on Monday, admitted that the nove by the
34 nenbers of the US Congress to ask Dr Mahathir to apol ogi se or quit over
his all eged anti-Jew sh remarks was "i nappropri ate". The envoy, however,
al so asked that both sides stop naking statenments that would further
j eopardi se bilateral ties.

"It is not so easy to switch off sonething that has been started like
this," he said in reference to Ml aysi ans' reaction to 34 nmenbers of US
Congress' draft resolution asking Dr Mahathir to resign.

Dr Mahathir also said it was wong to think that Ml aysia blanes the US
for the financial and economic difficulties faced by the country.

"W are not blanming the Anericans. That is not true. We did not say the
haze was caused by the Americans. But the press reports about the haze
have been very serious. But when the sky is clear, they never report.

"In fact, the report saying that there is haze in Mal aysia was reported
15 tines in a day. As a result of this, the hotels in the country reported
many cancel | ati on of booki ngs.

"So, | think if you want to report sonething bad about Ml aysia, at
| east al so report when things have i nproved," he added.

On suggestions that Malaysia has a lot to lose if relations with the US
turns sour, Dr Mahathir said as far as the Governnent is concerned, there
is nothing wong with Mal aysia-US ties.

But in a relationship that turns bad, everybody |oses, he said. "O
course we have a lot to | ose, but everybody will [ose. W don't want to
sever ties with the US (but) this is not our doing.

"We have al ready expl ained that we didn't say those things (being anti-
Jewi sh) but they insisted upon doing these things (to table the
resol ution) and the people feel very unhappy and angry about all these."

Asked on the nove by nenbers of the US Congress to refuse the Prine
Mnister's clarification on the all eged anti-Jew sh remarks, Dr Mahathir
sai d:

"As much as they (US Congressnen) refuse, our people also refuse to
accept an order by the Governnment to stop expressing their feelings.

"I't not easy to stop people. They have their right to say sonething and
the Congressnen al so have the right to say sonething," he said.

Asked on the Barisan Nasional (BN) suprene council neeting in the
nmor ni ng, Dr Mahathir said he was not at the neeting because it was
organi sed by the nenbers thensel ves.

"This was a neeting organi sed for all of them (BN suprenme counci
menbers) and it is not proper for me to be there. But then again, that is



the feelings that they have which they think they need to express," he
added.
( END)
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