29/ 10/ 1997
Peopl e' s basic necessities nust be provided first

B. Mano
| WOULD like to conment on the article, Objections over plan to devel op
Lake Gardens (NST, Cct 25) under the columm " Serenban Views".

It looks Iike certain quarters are blamng the New Straits Tines for
publishing the idea to devel op the Serenban Lake Gardens. It is the NST' s
ut nost responsibility to keep the public infornmed of the policies and
pl ans of the Government, be it the Federal or State Government. Hats off
to you NST, you have done a great job

Can soreone enlighten ne, what does it nmean "to further develop the | ake
gardens". Wien we say that we are going to further devel op the | ake
gardens, one woul d expect to see nore trees planted, safeguard the
exi sting endangered trees, keep the |ake clear of rubbish and of course
the grass to be trimed, the children's playground and the jogging track
mai nt ai ned.

If the State Governnment is going to build condom niuns and a shoppi ng
conpl ex and call that further devel openent of the area, they nust be
ki ddi ng.

The condom niunms are for the rich. Can't the State Government
understand that our Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanad has
initiated a tree planting canpai gn? The Housi ng and Local Governnment
M ni ster Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh is trying to make it a reality.

Qur Deputy Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimis encouragi ng every
devel oper and State Governments to build nore | ow cost houses whereas sone
state | eaders are ignorant of all those calls.

Serenban is al so having water problens, for nmore than a year. No one
seens to be interested in looking into it.

Therefore, | request the State Government inprove the basic necessities
of the rakyat rather than build condom niunms for the rich and shopping
mal | s.
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