28/ 12/ 1997

Perak to achi eve target of 90,000 trees

SUNGAI SI PUT, Sat. - The Perak Governnent is confident of achieving its
target of planting 90,000 trees this year under the National Tree Planting
Canpai gn.

"W have already planted 87,772 trees as of Cctober and the bal ance of
some 2,300 can be planted by the end of the year,"” State Urban Devel opnent
and Local Government committee chairman Chang Ko Youn said at the
| aunchi ng of the Kual a Kangsar district tree planting campai gn today.

Chang, who is also Jalong State Assenbl yman, said Perak woul d conti nue
to conpile data on the nunber of trees planted by all 15 | ocal councils.

Housi ng and Local Governnent M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh had said
Perak was one of the three States which had shown good response to the
canpai gn | aunched by Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad in
Mar ch.

The other two states announced by Ting | ast nonth are Perlis and Negri
Senbi | an.

Ting had stated that Perak has planted 93 per cent of the 90,000 trees
targeted for the first year inline with the Federal Governnent's efforts
to green the nation and preserve the environnent.

The Housi ng and Local Governnent Mnistry and the [ ocal authorities have
along termtarget to plan 3 nillion trees by the year 2000 and 20 nillion
trees by 2020.

Chang said he woul d enphasi se on public co-operation and to encourage
the residential associations, rukun tetangga sectors and others to get
i nvol ved i n the canpai gn.

He said they should imtate the fine exanpl e shown by the residents in
Christchurch, New Zeal and, where 82 per cent of its population of sone
300, 000 peopl e were involved in gardening.

He added that the city with 660 gardens and 92 gardeni ng cl ubs had won
the Garden City of the Wrld.

Chang said a RML million recreation park would be built on 1.2-hectare
site here and construction work is expected to start next year.

Earlier, the Kuala Kangsar district council chairman Abdul Rahi m Sall eh
said the council hoped to plant about 30,000 trees in the district by the
year 2,000 to preserve the environnent.

The council planted sone 6,000 trees this year and plans to plant 6,900
nore trees next year, 7,000 in 1999 and 6,500 in 2000, said Abdul Rahim
who is al so Kual a Kangsar district officer.

Later Chang presented prizes to the four winners of the | andscape
conpetition in the district. They are Ladang I nfoternak which won t he
award for the Governnent departnents and agenci es category, Rumah Rehat
Maj | i s Kual a Kangsar (Chal et and Rest House section), Majlis Daerah Kual a
Kangsar (rivers) and Hutan Lipur U u Kenas (forest reserve).
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