11/ 08/ 1997
Per haps RM600 fine can keep KL litter free

Ahmad Aris Eckhardt

| NDI SCRI M NATE littering has | ong been known to take place in suburbs of
t ownshi ps where housi ng and i ndustrial projects are in the various stages
of construction. The sites would often be converted into tenporary
dunpsites until the infrastructure is conmpleted

It is nost ironic that such uncouth habit shoul d now encroach into the
heart of bustling Kual a Lumpur near prestigious five-star hotels and ot her
establ i shnment s.

Wth nocturnal revellers indul ging in unwhol esonmre "Il epak" and
indiscrimnately dunping cigarette butts, plastic bottles and wappers in
every nook and cranny, Cty Hall workers must have a gargantuan task
collecting themthe next day. Even the decorative flowerpots are used as
ashtrays to deposit cigarette butts and groundnut shells. It is said that
the garbage collected in the norning woul d reappear at the sanme spot by
nm dday.

Such negative practice has now incurred the wath of our Prinme Mnister
Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohanad who, over television, |anbasted the city
dwel l ers for their irresponsible attitude.

Seperti "kera diberi bunga" (like a nonkey being given a flower), the
menbers of the public have no sense of appreciation for things of beauty,
| et al one protect themfrom bei ng abused.

Wth the Combnweal t h Ganes taking place in Septenber next year, it is
time that the city's surroundi ngs be spruced up before the arrival of the
di sti ngui shed guests and conpetitors.

It has been announced that City Hall has now seen it fit to increase the
maxi mum conpound fine for littering to RVb00. | hope such a step, though
drastic, may deter people fromlittering.
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