22/ 02/ 1997
Peru records rise in tourist arrivals

Fauzi ah | smai |

TOURI SMindustry in Peru is still very nmuch alive despite the uncertainty
over the security and stability of the country follow ng the two-nonth-old
hostage crisis and the natural disasters which have struck the country.

The country, which receives sone 700,000 tourists a year, did not see a
decrease in the nunmber of arrivals, Pronperu representative Victor
Tamashiro said. Pronperu is the agency entrusted by the Peru Governnent to
pronote the country.

He said Peru recorded sone 62,000 tourists in January this year, up from
55,000 tourists registered i n Decenber 1996.

"The incidences do not have any effect on tourism" he told Business
Times in Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

On Decenber 17, the Tupac Amaru Revol utionary Movenent rebels seized the
Japanese Enmbassy in Lina and took hostage nore than 500 peopl e, including
the Mal aysi an envoy to Peru, Enci k Ahmad Mokhtar Sel at.

Host ages were rel eased in batches. At present, the rebels are stil
hol di ng 72 capti ves.

Peru anbassador to Mal aysi a Jorge Bayona descri bed the hostage incident
as "an isol ated case".

"There is no political tension. You can still see people out of the
streets at night. The rebels do not have the support of anyone in Peru or
even abroad," he said.

Bayona said a securities firm Merrill Lynch, has also come out with a
favourabl e report on the stability of the country's econony despite the
terrorismincident.

Tamashiro al so said natural disasters, such as the earthquake in
southern Peru in Novenber |ast year and the recent nudslide in the
sout heast of the country, have no effect on tourismas they occurred in
the nost renote areas.

Last year, Peru received an estinmated 600,000 visitors, registering a
23.66 per cent increase over 1995 s arrivals of 485,169 visitors.

Tourismreceipts | ast year were recorded at US$673 nmillion conmpared with
US$520 million in 1995.

Peru received 232 Mal aysians to its shores | ast year but both Tamashiro
and Bayona are confident that the figure will rise.

"Peru is very far fromMalaysia ... it took ne 28 hours by flight to get
here but | believe this can be reduced if we can have the Ml aysi an
national carrier to fly to Lima," Tamashiro said

Bayona said Peru is receptive to any plans Ml aysia Airlines nay have to
mount services into Linma, adding that the national carrier's operations
woul d not only benefit the tourismindustry but al so the business
community as well.

Bot h governnents signed an air service agreenent in 1995 during Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad's visit to Peru.

To further support his statenment, Tamashiro said nore hotels are al so
opening in Peru, indicating the investors' confidence in the country's
stability.

Hyatt is already operating in Lima and will soon be joined by the Hilton
Group and Holiday Inn

Mal aysi an tourists do not require inmgrant and/or tourist visa when
visiting Peru.

This is the fourth tinme Pronperu is participating in the Ml aysian



Associ ati on of Tours and Travel Agents (Matta) International Travel Fair.
Known for its Machu Picchu citadels in Cusco, its main tourist circuits
i nclude Puno (Lake Titicaca) and, Nasca (Nasca Lines).
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