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PM MSC desi gned to neet new needs

Har dev Kaur in London

LONDON, Tues: The Mul timedi a Super Corridor (MSC) offers participating
compani es an environment not hanstrung by policies but one that is

fl exi bl e enough to accommpdate a whol e new set of businesses, practices
and t echnol ogi es.

On the third stop of his "odyssey to drumup interest and support™ for
the MSC, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad expressed
confi dence that European conpanies active in the field of Information
Technology (IT) will respond well to the project.

He said Malaysia is quite conscious that it is not a nmaster of |eading
edge technol ogi es, and that it needs advice in preparing the necessary
infrastructure for the MSC in view of the many speci al needs of the
mul ti medi a and | nformati on Age.

In a speech on "MSC. A dobal Bridge fromEurope to Asia for The Wrld
Century" at the Inperial College here, he said: "W need your advice and
your help. W need of course your investnents, which will benefit us and
will benefit you as well... Malaysia is prepared to listen and act on it."

For this, an International Advisory Panel (1AP) with big nanes from
Anerica, Europe and Asia has been assenbled. Dr Mahathir said he is sure
t hat Eur opean conpanies, like their counterparts in America and Japan, are
ready to take up the opportunities and the chall enges at hand.

To date, sonme 1,000 serious enquiries have been received, and 30 maj or
pl ayers are anong those who have conmitted to participate in the MSC. Many
have booked sites for their facilities and are already involved in the
structuring of the MSC

Descri bing the MSC as the "npbst conprehensive test-bed devised for the
pur pose of | earning and testing technol ogies and their applications in the
I nformati on Age", Dr Mahathir said

"We are not devel oping the MSC just for ourselves. It is our
contribution to the Wrld Century of the Infornmation Age.

"We are not being altruistic. There is alot in this project for us but
there is also alot init for everyone... (it is) truly an exciting
experinment... that has stirred up worldwi de interest within the industry
and out si de".

The MSC wi || create i nnunerabl e busi ness opportunities and offer
partici pants the chance to hel p shape "an Infornati on Age society", but
like all newthings its inpact nmay not be entirely positive and a new
field of study is required to |l ook into the social and psychol ogi ca
changes the Information Age will bring about.

To date, seven flagship projects - which include the electronic
governnent, a multi-purpose smart card and tel e-nedi ci ne - have been
initiated.

In addition, projects such as the new adninistrative capital of
Putrajaya, the Cybercity which will house research and devel opnent
facilities, operational headquarters of nultinational corporations; and a
mul ti medi a university are under way.

Those on the I AP are enthusiastic about the vision as they see Ml aysi a
i s serious about renoving the obstacles that Industrial Age policies,
| aws, practices and attitudes had posed for them They are al so excited
about the holistic way Ml aysi a proposes to go about achieving this.

Dr Mahathir said a reflection of the Governnent's commitment is the 10-
point Multinedia Bill of Guarantees as well as the various MSC- specific



incentives and facilities that will be offered.

Wil e the Governnent has al ways been "business friendly", the Prine
M ni ster stressed that "we are going to be even nore friendly to those who
participate in our MSC' in terns of manpower recruitnent, ownership, no
censorshi p, reduced bureaucratic procedures, and faster approvals for the
few official requirenents.

Dr Mahathir said the Informati on Age should result in "a greater world
civilisation than any we have known in the past".

"But much depends on our understandi ng of the new age,
MSC is an opportunity to study these changes.

"The Century of the Wrld" will be an "Age of Connectivity between
peopl es, places, information and i deas", Dr Mahathir added.

Mut ual enrichment is possible through the shared creation of val ues by
means of "webs" of alliances anpbng organi sations which will coll aborate
across borders, unaffected by distances, to generate increasing returns as
nore and nore partners and custoners join the ever-expandi ng webs.

This is possibly the new nodel of devel opment, Dr Mahathir said. "Unless
we are flexible and responsive to changes in technol ogy, industry
structure, and consumer preferences, we will be bypassed."

In a know edge- based econony, creativity, innovation and
entrepreneurship represent a scarce resource which cannot be confined
within borders. "Every country and all of the world's peopl es shoul d have
access to conpetitive advantages of every kind everywhere," he said.

Four fundanental forces are energing to drive the globalisation process,
Dr Mahathir said. They are a massive conmmuni cati ons network that
di sseminates real-tinme information all over the world; truly gl oba
capital that needs narket discipline which transcends all boundari es;
conmpani es aspiring to be global narket |eaders with operations wherever it
is econom cal and rational to produce, distribute and nmarket; and
consuners whose taste for, and knowl edge of, the world's best will
det erm ne what they buy.

he said, and the
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