21/ 12/ 1997

PM Ghapur reconsidering decision to quit

KUALA LUVMPUR, Sat. - Datuk Abdul CGhapur Salleh is reconsidering his
decision to resign as Deputy Chief Mnister, State Finance M nister and
deputy chairman of the Sabah Umo |iaison conmttee, Prinme Mnister Datuk
Seri Dr Mahat hir Mohamad sai d today.

The Prime M nister said he nmet Abdul Ghapur at his office yesterday and
advi sed himto reconsider his decision to resign fromall three posts.

"l have not accepted his resignation. He explained to ne ... | also
expl ained to himand advised himto reconsi der his decision,”" Dr Mahathir,
who is Umo president, told reporters after chairing the Umo suprene
council neeting at the party headquarters.

On Dec 13, Abdul Ghapur, 54, announced his resignation as Deputy Chief
M ni ster and Finance Mnister with effect fromDec 18. He al so resigned
fromthe post of deputy chairman of the Sabah Umo |iaison committee with
i medi ate effect.

Abdul Ghapur cited personal problens and his failure to discharge his
duties as reasons for his resignation, stating that his decision was
final.

Asked to describe Abdul Chapur's reaction to his advice, Dr Mahathir
sai d he gave indications that he woul d reconsi der his decision.

On whet her Abdul CGhapur's resignation had already taken effect, he said
Abdul Ghapur was still Deputy Chief Mnister, Finance Mnister and deputy
chai rman of the Sabah Umo |iaison conmmittee

The Prime Mnister said for as | ong as he (Dr Mahathir) had not rmade any
of ficial decision on the matter, Abdul Ghapur would remain in the posts.

"He will informme of his decision soon," he said, when asked how ruch
ti me Abdul Chapur woul d need to reconsider his decision. Dr Mahathir said
the supreme council did not discuss the matter at its meeting today.
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