26/ 06/ 1997
PM MSC a test bed inreal-life society

Rashi d Yusof in Budapest

DATUK Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad said the Mul ti medi a Super Corridor marks a
way to try out life in the informati on age, where changes are expected in
soci ety, business and in rel ati ons between countri es.

The Prime M nister said experinments on the effects of the | atest
technol ogy in tel ecommuni cati ons and nul tinedi a woul d be carried out at
the MSCin a "real-life society".

He said conpanies could test new systens with a real and el ectronic
Gover nnent .

In presenting the MSC as a "huge test bed", a place of sone relevance to
future society, Dr Mahathir spoke of how trading, comunication and daily
chores woul d enter a stage where they could be conducted w thout any human
contact.

The Prinme Mnister sketched an overview of the |likely changes to a group
of Hungarian busi nessnen here on Tuesday.

"What sort of society will there be if we all get up in the norning and
sit in front of the conputer and do all our work, and our business wth
t hat computer?"

Dr Mahat hir envi saged purchases of daily needs, business operations and
runni ng of a distant factory through the conmputer, directed from hone,

t hus doi ng away with any human contact, except through the conputer.

"There will be no human interface, and it could change society."

Through a test-bed in a real-life society, Malaysia will enter the
information age with the full know edge of the inpact that it will have on
soci ety.

This will enable the country to make full use of the nassive anmount of
information to be available, mndful of the pitfalls wthout proper
experinents, he added.

Dr Mahat hir spoke off-the-cuff in one of the stately roons at the
Parliament Building, the venue of much of the Prime Mnister's progranme
here.

He | ater took questions fromthe floor.

Present was Hungarian Mnister of Industry, Trade and Tourism Szabol cs
Fazakas.

The Hungarians reacted warmy to the Prine Mnister's presentation. One
called it a "new thinking, different fromthe normal way of thinking in
Hungary".

The Prime Mnister also outlined how the experinment of the information
age society would take place vis-a-vis the MSC, such as through the
Governnent providing the soft infrastructure, naking available all the
facilities to conpanies wishing to try out new systems, through an
el ectroni c Gover nment .

Mal aysi a was not out to make noney out of the multinmedia conpanies
setting up their headquarters or research facilities at the MSC, but to
make it a "great test-bed" for all kinds of newideas, the latest in
t el ecommuni cati ons and nul ti medi a.

"This was in order to find out howthey will work within a real-life
society," he said.

In order to facilitate research, the Governnment will provide an
administration that is very friendly towards business particularly those
involved in the MSC. It woul d be as hel pful as possible, he assured.

Dr Mahathir briefed the Hungarians on all key aspects of the MSC, |ike



the smart card, nultinedia university, tel emedicine and cyber citi es.

The Prime Mnister later visited the Videoton Hol ding and | karus Vehicle
Manuf act uri ng Hol di ngs at Szekesfehervar whi ch used to produce 13, 000
buses a year and now believes it could do better through capital injection
and upgr adi ng.

Speaki ng to Mal aysian journalists at the end of his two-day visit, Dr
Mahat hir said he saw nmaj or changes in the country conpared to his | ast
visit here in 1987, with busi nesses now sprouti ng.

"W believe there are many opportunities here; we can nake this as a
gateway to the Bal kan states."

He said on tourism there were possibilities in the hotel industry, and
to bring tourists to the country, including people of Hungarian origin in
Australi a.

He added that Hungari an conpani es had offered to work with Ml aysi an
firns in Bosnia as they hade skilled workers, and engi neers who ni ght be
needed for such projects.

Dr Mahathir said considering that Mal aysia | acked manpower, this tie-up
was a possibility.

On Hungary's plan to privatise its carrier, Malev, Dr Mahathir said it
was up to Mal aysi an conpani es how they wanted to participate inits
privatisation.
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