03/ 03/ 1997
Pilot, two canmeramen film ng Langkawi race die in plane crash

K. Bal a
LANGKAW , Sun. - A Cessna 172 crashed, killing the pilot and two Filem
Negara caneranmen, in Kel ebang, about 5km from Kuah town this afternoon.

The two caneranen Ismail Latif and Razak Mohd Noor, both 35, were
filmng the final Iap of the Le Tour de Langkawi international bicycle
race in the Mofaz Air aircraft when the incident occurred about 3.40pm

The pilot was Kapt N k Al fian Abdul Ghani, 26.

Both Ismail and Nik Alfian were reported to have died at the scene while
Razak di ed onboard a police helicopter which was transporting himto the
Langkawi district hospital a short distance away fromthe accident site.

All the three victinse were said to have been pinned to their seats when
the light aircraft nose-dived into the mangrove swanp about 300 netres
fromthe Kuah Straits.

The Departnment of Civil Aviation was reported to have set up a conmttee
to investigate the cause of the crash.

Al t hough Mofaz Air has recently closed its training acadeny in Langkaw ,
it continues to maintain its charter services.

An eye-w tness, Mhammad Abdul | ah, who is the chief executive of the
Langkawi Hel i copter Services, said the Cessna nose-dived straight into the
swanp wi t hout gli ding.

He said he was driving near the scene of the crash when he saw t he
aircraft plunge.

"I stopped nmy car and rushed to the scene to prevent people who had
gathered from goi ng near the spot as | was afraid it would expl ode," he
added.

He added that the canmeranen and the pilot were trapped in their seats
Wi th serious injuries.

Earlier, newsmen covering the cycling event, which was w tnessed by
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad, had seen the plane flying
very | ow over the Langkawi Devel opnent Authority conpl ex which was the
flag-off point for the cycling event.

Deputy Langkawi police chief Assistant Superintendent Ahmad | brahi msaid
police were infornmed about the crash at 3.45pm

"We i nmedi ately despatched our helicopter, which was flying at the tine
in conjunction with the Tour De Langkawi, to the scene,” he said.

"It reached the scene within five mnutes and rushed Razak, who was
still alive, to the Langkawi Hospital," he added.

Firemen al so assisted the police in extricating the remains.

The next-of-kin of both the caneranen are from Kual a Lunpur.

The other Filem Negara col |l eagues were grief-stricken when net at the
Langkawi district hospital nortuary as they had filmed the Le Tour De
Langkawi event with Ismail and Razak since the event started in Sabah
about two weeks ago.

Meanwhile, Nk Alfian's wife Maria Ti said she had sent her husband to
the airport about 1.30pmfor the film ng assi gnnent.

The coupl e was nmarri ed about five nonths ago.

Maria, who works with a car dealer in Hotel Tiara, said she saw her
husband hovering in the plane over her workplace shortly before the crash.
"He normal ly does this when he is in the air to let ne knowthat he is

wor ki ng, " she sai d.

Her husband had been flying for three years after graduating fromthe

Mof az Acadeny.
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