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PM s presentation an eagerly-awaited event

Jenni fer Jacobs

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad's schedul ed presentation in
the UK on the Multinedia Super-Corridor (MSC) project has generated
trenendous response that many nmay have to be "turned away at the doors".

UK- based t el econmuni cati ons consul tancy Anal ysys nmanagi ng director Dr
David Cl eevely told Business Tines that since Dr Mahat hir upgraded his
trip to the UK froma vacation to an official visit to pronote the MSC
there has been a great deal of enthusiasmin the UK about it.

He said the nunber of people wanting to attend the sem nar exceeds 1, 000
now and the hall can hold only 700, so sone people will have to be turned
away at the doors.

"It is going to be much bigger than the MSC presentation held at the US
West Coast," he said.

Dr Mahathir will |ead a 100-nenber del egation to London and he will be
speaking at an investors conference at the Inperial College. He will al so
hold private neetings with top executives froml eadi ng European mul ti nedi a
conpani es.

Cleevely said the idea of a sem nar was suggested because Dr Mahathir
had given a semnar in the US and the British Governnent was very keen
that if he came to UK he shoul d do the sane thing.

"Once the idea of a seminar caught on, there was a great deal of
enthusiasmwi thin the UK and t he Mal aysi an si de responded very strongly by
ext endi ng and broadeni ng the scope of the visit," he said.

Cl eevely added that the idea of a presentation sem nar was then put
forward by the British Governnent and the Mal aysi an Gover nment agr eed.
"Since Dr Mahathir has agreed, the amobunt of enthusiasm has grown and
grown so it has gone froma relatively snmall event to being sonething that
is nowvery significant."

He said nost of the major information technol ogy and communi cati ons
conmpanies in the UKwill be attending the sem nar

Cl eevely, who heads what is clainmed to be Europe's | argest independent
consul tancy specialising in tel ecommunications, is keen to pronote |inks
bet ween the MSC and Canbri dge which contains within a very small area,
what is probably the | argest concentration of tel ecommunicati ons conpanies
i n Europe.

He said that originally sone 30 nenbers of the Ml aysi an del egati on were
supposed to visit the Canmbridge conpani es but now t he nunber has swell ed
to between 60 and 80 nenbers.

"First of all you make sure that they (the MSC and Canbri dge conpani es)
nmeet so they can get to know each other and establish if there are ways of
cooperati on.

"They have to see whet her the technol ogy devel oped in Canbri dge can be
used by MSC conpani es and | ook at ideas for new applications and services.

"Secondly they have to see whether the MSC conpani es and approach taken
by the MSC can be used and adopted by the conpanies in the UK It is very
much of a two-way process," C eevely said.

He added that there are possibilities of comrercial exploitations in the
partnershi p between the MSC and t he Canbri dge conpani es.

"The conpani es in Canbridge have very successful track records in
exporting their products and they nay be able to offer partnerships to
Mal aysi an conpani es to assist themwi th their exports," he said.

Cleevely said there is also the possibility of collaboration with the



Uni versity of Canbridge, where there are | arge nunbers of Ml aysi an
students, and close ties with a nunber of Ml aysi an acadenic institutions.

"It may be possible to build on sone of the uses of Granta network which
is the university's own optical fibre network to provide sone kind of
shared resources and teaching facilities,"” he said.

The MSC, which covers Kuala Lunpur Gty Centre, Kuala Lunpur
International Airport in Sepang and the new governnment admi nistrative
centre in Putrajaya and nei ghbouring Cyberjaya, enconpasses an area of

about 15km by 50km
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