08/ 08/ 1997
PM Delay in KLIA conpletion not critical (HL)

Ram an Sai d

KUALA LUMPUR, Thurs. - Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said he was nmade to
understand that the delay in the construction of the Kuala Lunpur
International Airport in Sepang was not critical and that it would stil
be ready in tine for the Conmonweal th Ganes.

The Prime Mnister said the airport would be opened in the first quarter
of next year.

"I don't think it is very critical. It will be opened within the first
quarter of next year. In fact, we are not having the Cormonweal th Ganes in
the first quarter of the year."

On whet her he has been briefed on the problenms affecting the airport's
construction, Dr Mahathir said: "I will be going there on Aug 15 and |
expect to be told of the problens then."

The Prime M nister was speaking after the launching of InterAsia Fairs
and Exhibition Sdn Bhd and its website at N kko Hotel.

He | ater witnessed the signing of an agreenment on joint collaboration
bet ween I nterAsia and Hannover Fairs Asia Pte Ltd.

Dr Mahathir was asked to coment on the statement by Transport M nister
Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik |last week that the opening of the airport,
schedul ed for Jan 1, had been delayed to "anytine within the first three
mont hs of next year".

He had said this was to ensure that everything was in order before it
was opened.

Dr Ling, however, maintained that work on the project proper was stil
on schedul e and there was no delay in the construction

Dr Mahathir was al so asked to conment on the dispute between Ekran Bhd
and Asea Brown Boveri-CBPO consortiumover the construction of the RML5
billion Bakun hydro-el ectric dam

The Prime Mnister reiterated that he was confident the dispute could be
resol ved

"We are looking intoit and | think we can resolve it, one way or
another. The inportant thing is the Bakun project is still being built."

On whet her Ekran had submitted its report on the dispute, Dr Mahathir
said it had and the Governnment was studying the matter.

He was al so asked to comment on tal ks that ABB now wanted the Gover nnment
to be a guarantor for the project.

To this, Dr Mahathir said: "W can't stand as guarantor for sonething
that we will have to invest in and we think is not safe ... we will do it
if it is safe. So, we have to study first why Ekran is not happy with the
contract."

In Kual a Terengganu, Deputy Prime M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahi msaid
the Governnment woul d ensure that work on the Bakun project was not
af fected by the dispute.

"W are nonitoring the situation closely and hope the disputing parties
can resol ve the probl emas soon as possible," he said when replying to
questions fromreporters concerning the | atest devel opnent on the project.

Anwar had earlier opened the four-day National Farmers, Fishernmen and
Li vest ock Breeders Day cel ebration at Dataran Shahbandar.

"W hope the dispute can be resol ved because the Governnment wants to see
the construction of the damto continue snmoothly," he said.

Asked what the Governnent would do if the dispute between Ekran and ABB
remai ned unsol ved, Anwar said the Governnent woul d take the responsibility



to ensure work on the project continued.

Dr Mahathir had on July 31 said that while the Governnent would try to
find a way to help solve the inpasse, it would have to break the contract
if the worst were to happen.

( END)
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