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Plan to create nore Bumiputera entrepreneurs

Ahmad Suf fi an

SERDANG, Fri. - The Entrepreneur Devel opnent Mnistry is identifying
several conpani esinvolved in the services sector to be placed under its
Franchi se Devel opnent Programme, to hel p create nore Bum putera
entrepreneurs.

Its deputy secretary-general, Datuk Khalid Hussain, said the mnistry
was | ooking to franchi se conpanies involved in "the supply of products and
mai nt enance of hi gh-rise buildings."

"The mnistry is confident that this programme can create nore
Bum putera entrepreneurs and this is why we are | ooking for new products
to be franchi sed by Bum put era busi nessnen.

The mi ni stry now has 42 franchisers who deal in a variety of food itens,
househol d appl i ances and consuner products together with 220 Buni putera
franchi sees in the country.

Khal i d said the nove would not only enable |ocal franchisers to quickly
expand their existing operations but also allowthemto establish simlar
oper ati ons abroad.

"I'n fact, the franchi sing concept has been enphasi sed many ti nmes by our
Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad as a field which can derive
benefits for both the franchi ser and franchi see.

"Bum put era busi nessnmen can franchi se | ocal conpanies as the initial
capital is small as conpared to international franchisers,” he said.

Khal id was representing deputy Entrepreneur Devel opnment M ni ster Datuk
Idris Jusoh at the opening of the 46th Marrybrown Fried Chi cken Restaurant
in Tanan Sri Serdang here today.

Since establishing its first restaurant in Johor Baru in 1981, the
Marrybrown restaurant chain has al so ventured into the overseas market. It
now has four outlets in China and one in Brunei Darussal am

Al so present was the outlet's franchi see Abdul Rahman Nordi n and
officials fromthe mnistry's Franchi se Devel opnent Programe.

Khal id said the nunmber of Bum putera businessnen in the grow ng fast
f ood busi ness was now ni ni mal

"More efforts should be taken to encourage Bum putera busi nessnen to
becone franchi sees of new products. Bum putera busi nessnen who have the
requi red capital but |ack experience should obtain the franchises of |oca
busi nesses as the franchiser will provide training, managenment and devi se
a proper accounting systemto nmake the business a viable venture for them

"There nust al so be constant conmuni cation |inks and di scussi ons held
bet ween both parties for nutual benefit and for the franchiser to expand
hi s operations here or seek new overseas ventures," Khalid said adding the
t he concept was popul ar in Europe.
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