26/ 10/ 1997
Plan to give NHC free hand buying | owcost units

P. Chandra Sagaran

| POH, Sat. - The National Housi ng Conpany may buy | ow cost houses from
governnent and private devel opers for sale to qualified buyers, Housing
and Local Governnment M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said.

"The matter is still being discussed and an announcenent will be made
soon," he told newsnen after |aunching the Respect for Teachers canpaign
organi sed by the Perak MCA and Perak Chinese Hall |ast night.

Ting said such a nmove woul d conpl ement the governnent's efforts to
ensure only the genuine got such units.

"W build thousands of units but there are still conplaints of shortage
due to irresponsi ble people who do not qualify for the units but manage to
buy themby subnitting false information," he added.

Al States have now adopted the open regi ster system whereby the
particul ars of the buyers can be scrutinised by the public.

Asked if the Mnistry can act against a | ow wage earner who "l ends" his
particulars to a rich buyer, he said: "This is stupidity and we cannot do
anyt hing."

They nust renenber a person can only register once in his lifetine to
buy such a unit, he said.

Ting said the Mnistry was al so di scussing with banks and fi nanci al
institutions to relax | oan conditions for | owcost units fromgroups |ike
hawkers, traders and ot hers.

This group finds it difficult to get |oans since they do not have proper
financial accounts or documents |ike incone tax statenents but have the
financial ability to service their |oans.

"W hope the financial institutions will give approval to this group of
peopl e, " he added.

The M ni ster al so asked governnent agencies, departnments and | oca
authorities to cultivate the "maintenance culture", which has been
stressed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanad.

"They shoul d not use a shortage of staff as an excuse not to clean and
mai ntain their buildings, but should nobilise the existing workers," he
added.

They must al so | ook out for irresponsible people who vandali se
properties and hand themover to the authorities.

The M nistry has received conpl aints of governnent buil di ngs not being
mai nt ai ned, including lifts being faulty.

Recently, the lifts in the 20-storey Kinta Heights broke down but was
not repaired i nmediately by the Ipoh City Council

Ting al so rem nded | ocal authorities to ensure their contractors
col l ected rubbish on time and not to nake excuses.
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