09/ 10/ 1997
PM Enul ate Putrajaya (HL)

Carol yn Hong

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mbhanmad toni ght
call ed on townshi p devel opers to pay attention to the nman-environnent-
technol ogy synbi osis, follow ng the exanpl e of Putrajaya which is running
on schedul e.

Dr Mahat hir, who | aunched the new city of Putrajaya at a glittering
cerermony at the Putra Wrld Trade Centre, said he was happy that the
proj ect was runni ng snoot hly.

"This project has becone increasingly inportant, not only because it
will be the new administrative centre of the Federal Governnent but al so
because of |ate, questions have been rai sed about Putrajaya, specifically
on whether it would be |l aunched or not.

"The | aunch gives a cl ear nessage that not every project in Mlaysia has
been frozen, what nore the new admini strative centre of the central
government," he said in his speech

He said Putrajaya Hol dings Sdn Bhd and its partners - Mal aysi an
Resour ces Corporation Berhad, Perenba, SP Setia, Hong Leong Properties and
Mal aysi an Pl antations - were confident that the project would not be hit
by the attacks on the ringgit and stock market.

"I'n fact, their zeal has becone stronger to ensure that the project wll
becone a huge success," he said.

Putraj aya, a conponent of the Multinmedia Super Corridor, is sited on a
4,000ha area in Perang Besar, Selangor, about 25km from Kual a Lunpur.
Expected to cost RMR2O billion, it is scheduled to be conpleted by 2005 and
fully operational by 2010.

Dr Mahathir said he was gl ad that Ml aysia had enmerged stronger from
taki ng on the economni c probl ens.

"W have becone poorer financially but at the sanme time, we are richer
with determination to work hard and to unite to overcone difficulties.

"This determination is not nerely confined to those involved in building
Putraj aya but can be observed everywhere and i s denonstrated by those
proud to be Ml aysi ans,” he said.

Dr Mahathir, who al so used the occasion to express his concern about the
envi ronnment, urged new townshi p devel opers to pay cl ose attention to the
synmbi osis of man, the environnment and technol ogy.

He told themthat this, however, nust be a reality and not nere enpty
prom ses, and said they should take the exanple of Putrajaya where
exi sting wetlands and waters sited on 585.6ha (12.8 per cent of the
project site) had becone a part of its identity.

This will enable Putrajaya to be within a sustainable bal anced
ecosystem

"Wet | ands can be designed as a natural filter for water flowing into the
|lake. It is also a place for research on wetlands and its inhabitants."

He said many cities in the world have devel oped so rapidly that man and
envi ronment have becone unabl e to exist together. But Putrajaya will be
meticul ously planned to avoid this scenario and enphasis will be paid to
t he harnmony of man, environnment and technol ogy.

"The task and chal | enge before Putrajaya Hol dings Sdn Bhd and its
partners is very heavy," he said.

However, the building of the city fromscratch makes it |ess conplicated
than reconstructing an existing town or city. Putrajaya will also have the
advant age of not having to inherit old technol ogy or surroundi ngs.



These Dr Mahathir said, could be obstacles to inplenmenting new
technol ogy. Putrajaya will be built with the best and [ atest information
infrastructure to support existing, new and to-be-invented technol ogy.

"W will be sure that we are not putting Malaysia in a slow boat, from
t he aspect of inplenenting an el ectronic Governnment. |nstead, Ml aysia
will be in the fast |ane and able to grab opportunities brought by the
I nformati on Age."

Wth its conprehensive policies and plans on | and use, transport,
utilities, housing, public facilities, information technol ogy, fields and
parks, Dr Mahathir said he was confident that Putrajaya would rise from
its 4,581ha site to becone a city which was busi ness-friendly besides
providing quality urban life.

Putrajaya is slated to support at |east 570,000 people, 300,000 of whom
will be local residents.

The Prime M nister also said that while Mal aysia was not interested in
bui I di ng nmonurments, statues or synbols of its success, she was not afraid
of building practical structures, of which Putrajaya was one.

"But even in this, there are people who are jeal ous. This cannot be
avoi ded because Putrajaya will becone a city of the new m || enni umwhich
we are buil ding oursel ves.

"I't will be truly Malaysian. Putrajaya will be a unique city built with
the Mal aysian spirit and for all Ml aysians," Dr Mahathir added.

Saying that Putrajaya would mirror the Ml aysian spirit he said the
wor |l d woul d see a successful synbiosis of man, environnment and technol ogy.
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