28/ 02/ 1997

Pl edge to i nprove comuni cation |inks

MALAYSI A and Thai |l and pl edged to i nprove comuni cation |inks between the
two countries and with other Asean nations and to proceed with plans to
build a | and bridge from Penang to Songkhl a.

As the Asean-10 idea gets closer to realisation with the inclusion of
Myanmar, Laos and Canbodi a as nenbers, Ml aysia and Thailand wil|
spearhead a programme to assi st the econom c devel opnent of the three new
menber s.

This was anong the issues di scussed by Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr
Mahat hi r Mohamad and his visiting counterpart from Thail and, Genera
Chaval it Yongchai yudh, during a two-hour del egation neeting at the Prine
Mnister's office in Kuala Lunpur yesterday.

Briefing reporters after the neeting, Foreign M nister Datuk Abdull ah
Ahmad Badawi said the |and bridge project, which was proposed by Dr
Mahat hir in 1996, was perceived by Chavalit as the best tool to not only
i mprove ties between Mal aysia and Thail and, but also to bring about
prosperity to Asean, and China.

"The I and bridge will consist of the construction of roads, rail way
tracks and a gas pipeline." In this regard, Dr Mahathir told Chavalit that
Mal aysia will pursue the matter with Petronas.

He said the transport Iink will facilitate the fl ow of goods and
commodities within Asean. For instance, trading can be done snoothly from
Si ngapore to Mal aysia, and Mal aysia to Thail and, Vietnam Canbodia, Laos
and Myannar.

Sayi ng that both governments should ook into the | egal and prosedure
aspects of the project, Thailand has al so proposed anot her |and bri dge
fromPatani, identical to the one being proposed by Ml aysi a.

Abdul | ah sai d both | eaders have agreed to find ways to i nprove bilatera
relations, with hopes of increased trade and i nvestnents between the two
countri es.

For this the two sides agreed to forma joint conmttee on trade and a
joint business council, and to reactivate the present joint agricultura
commttee to fulfill its objective.

"These two committees will enhance the trade vol unme between the two
nations. Apart fromthat, it will encourage nore counter investnents from
private sector of both sides," he said.

Mal aysi a and Thail and al so agreed that a 15-year-old border demarcation
pr obl em bet ween the countries should be resolved within the next two
nont hs.

The two | eaders outlined two principles to be used in solving the
problem The first is to establish a pernmanent border which will not be
changed due to the shifting nature of the geographical |ocation of a river
because of fl ooding.

The second principle is to take a joint devel opnment approach so that any
di sputed areas al ong the border woul d be devel oped t oget her for nutual
benefits based on a wi n-wi n situation.

Abdul | ah said the denmarcati on probl emarose nai nly because both
countries used rivers as border marks and this posed a probl em because the
rivers' courses keep changing as a result of flooding.

Consequently, the common border in future will stick to the pernmanent
border mark al though there nmight be further changes in the |ocation of a
river.



When there is a need for some conpensation to be paid resulting in the
exchange of certain places between both sides, details will have to be
wor ked out .

Dr Mahathir al so spoke about the devel opnents in the Joint Devel opnent
Area Authority, which he said can be inproved by undertaki ng nore projects
for mutual benefit.

"The Prime Mnister (Dr Mahathir) has al so proposed the devel opnent of a
deep water port between north of Penang and south of Songkhla fo
facilitate the fl ow of goods between the two countries. This has attracted
much interest fromthe Thais,” Abdullah said.
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