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PM Strengthen resol ve agai nst unheal thy ways (HL)

Ram an Sai d; Ashraf Abdul | ah

KUALA LUMPUR, Wed. - Instead of blam ng external factors such as the
advent of nultinedia and the nightspots for the country's social ills,
Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad said the people should strengthen their
personal resolve agai nst unhealthy activities.

The Prime M nister said the people had to strengthen their personal
discipline as this was the best defence they had agai nst many destructive
activities.

Dr Mahathir said: "This is the best defence which can save and protect
us frombeing influenced by unhealthy activities. But before we are able
to do this, we have to first understand the problens and the causes."

Dr Mahathir said these factors, together with the people's wealth and
prosperity, should not be cited as the reasons for the ills plaguing
soci ety.

It was easier to correct oneself than to correct others, he said.

The Prime M nister said: "W have to ask oursel ves frankly whether the
soci al problems woul d go away, for exanple, by closing the nightspots.
do not think so... Patrons will perhaps find other nmeans of
entertai nment . "

He said the people should stop blam ng these external factors. Instead,
it was better for themto accept the existence of such problens and then
search for ways to overcone them

He was speaking at a special neeting with representatives of Federal and
State religious agencies at Pusat |Islamto discuss the social problens in
the country.

Dr Mahathir drew the participants' attention to the belief in some
quarters that the country's rapid econom c progress, which provided the
people with nore opportunities and financial capabilities to indulge in
negative activities, could be the reason behind the increasing social
pr obl ens.

"But the question is why the problens are affecting the Mislins nore
than the non-Mislinms whereas both sides are exposed to the sane situation

"Ni ght spots and entertai nment centres are open to everyone, so why when
it cones to social problens, the nunber of Muslins involved are nore
conmpared to the others?

"W have to accept that the Muslins are facing nore social problens
conmpared with non-Muslins. This has to be studied... we have to determ ne
the actual reasons behind the noral decadence so that solutions can be
found. "

He said despite praises fromother Islamc countries that regarded
Mal aysia as a nobdel of a successful Islanmc country, he said the fact
coul d not be denied that problems existed in the society.

Later, speaking to reporters, the Prine Mnister was al so asked whet her
or not he feared certain Governnment decisions, including the directive to
entertai nnent centres to close at lam could |l ead to youths goi ng
"under ground".

He said: "Yes, there is that fear. But when sone things are accepted as
the norm then we will have nore and nore people taking part init.

"For exanple, in the Wst, for many years honbsexual ity has existed
When peopl e started accepting honosexuality as a norm those who are not
honobsexual s have becone attracted to it and have accepted it.

"Simlarly, when certain facilities are msused, then the unhealthy



i nfluence will spread and will be accepted as the norm

"W will not only require entertainnent centres to close at lam but we
will carry out enforcenent to ensure that they abide by these rulings.
This way, we hope to solve sone of the problens.”

Dr Mahathir said at present not many parents paid nmuch attention to the
upbringi ng of their children.

As | sl am was capabl e of being used as a defence agai nst unhealt hy
activities, nore attention should be given to the content of religious
studi es taught in schools to devel op the students' character.

Dr Mahathir said Islamwas not only just related to obligations |ike
praying daily, fasting or performng the haj.

"There are many ot her aspects of Islamlike the need to work for a
living. This is part of the religion. So we have to conpete with others in
our work or business activities or else Muslins will be |eft behind."

Dr Mahathir said tinmes had changed and with the informati on age and
borderl ess world, one could no | onger isolate oneself.

"W cannot isolate ourselves just because we fear negative val ues from
el sewhere may effect our society. There is not one Muslimcountry in the
world which is free fromthe invol venent of non-Mislins.

"Even in Mecca, the people there cannot stop information comng from
non- Musl i mcountries."

Conmenting on a statenment by a religious official that the faith of
Muslinms could be affected if they were to regard the Chinese New Year and
Hari Raya Puasa cel ebrati ons as having equal religious status, Dr Mahathir
sai d:

"Muslins in the country should not turn the use of the words Kongsi Raya
into a problem"”

He asked whether it would be a problemfor the Muslins to cel ebrate
together with Chinese New Year during the fasting nonth or be nice to non-
Musl i ns.

"W pay thema visit on their New Year not because we want to eat but to
show themthat the Muslins are friendly... hopefully they will understand
that Islamis a religion which respects the rights of others.”

Dr Mahathir said Muslinms nust be able to show t hey were capabl e and
could administer the nation in a just and fair manner.

He said Muslins were responsible for spreading the teachings of the
religion, which he felt would not be achieved if these was done through
i solation or by hurling abuses at others.
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