27/ 01/ 1997
PM agai nst nove to build bridge to Langkaw

K. Bal a

LANGKAW, Sun. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad is agai nst
any nove to build a bridge to Langkawi fromthe nmainland as he wants the
i sl and status to be maintai ned.

Di scl osing this today, Kedah Menteri Besar Datuk Seri Sanusi Junid said
Dr Mahathir rul ed out the i dea when he asked hi m about proposals fromthe
private sector to build a bridge.

"The Prime Mnister ruled out the idea of a bridge because he felt once
we build a bridge then Langkawi will cease to be an island. The fun about
Langkawi is to retain it as an island," Sanusi said when asked to coment
on proposals to build a bridge.

The | at est proposal was nmade by Executive chairman of Silver Joy
Hol di ngs Sdn Bhd W1 liam Ang who said his firmplanned to subnmit plans to
t he Kedah and Perlis Governments to build a bridge linking Perlis and
Langkawi .

Ang had said the proposal would be subnmitted after the firm conpleted
its project to reclai mabout 300ha al ong the coastline between Kual a
Perlis and Kurong Tengar.

Silver Joy and anot her conpany, Aksi Harnoni Sdn Bhd, signed an
agreement with the Perlis Government three days ago to reclaima total of
600ha al ong t he coastline.

Sanusi said four bridge proposals have been made by the private sector.

"There is no harmin peopl e maki ng such proposals for ideas may change
(later),"” he told reporters after presiding a neeting of the Kedah
Busi ness Counci| of which he is adviser.

"These proposals are nothing new as there is even one to |link Ml aysia
with Sumatra."

Sanusi al so appeal ed to peopl e who have bought shophouses in Langkaw
with the idea of leasing themout to |lower the rent to prevent busi nessnen
frombeing forced to increase prices of goods.

He said alternatively, these investors should sell their prem ses at
reasonabl e prices to genui ne busi nessnen.

"If a businessman buys a shop, then the instal nent he pays for the
building is not a cost to the business as it is an acquisition of asset.

"But if he rents, then the noney paid is a |l oss and the busi nessnan
woul d have to put the cost of the rent into the product, thereby
increasing the prices of his goods."

He said the Governnent has received many conplaints fromthe island's
busi nessmen on the high rental s.

Wien the shops were avail abl e, he said, the businessmen were not ready
but now that they want to, they find it difficult to buy preni ses.

On the business council, he said the present nenbership of 15 woul d be
expanded and al so i ncorporate a wi der range of business representatives.
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