14/ 04/ 1997

PM approves the use of naltrexone to treat addicts

TELUK I NTAN, Sun. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhanmad has
approved the use of naltrexone to treat dadah addicts and an allocation of
RM3 million will be used for a pilot project to treat the addicts.

Deputy Honme M nister Datuk Seri Megat Junid Megat Ayub said the approval
was given | ast nonth.

The Nati onal Dadah Council woul d endorse the use of naltrexone for
treating addicts at its meeting next week, he added.

Megat Junid said the RMB million allocation would be used to get
supplies of naltrexone to treat an initial 2,000 sel ected dadah addi cts.

He al so said the addicts would be selected fromthe 29 dadah
rehabilitation centres nationwi de but priority would be given to those who
cane forward voluntarily.

Megat Junid said this to reporters after addressing a special gathering
of youth organi sati ons which have pl edged to assist the Governnment in the
fight against social ills.

The gat hering was organi sed by the Tel uk I ntan Umo Youth divi sion.

Nal t rexone, a narcotic antagoni st, has been found to be effective in
treating dadah addicts. After the treatnent, if an addict resunes his
habit he would start vomitting.

Nal t rexone conmes in tablet formand has a long-termeffect by keeping
heroin or other opiate addicts off dadah.

Nal t rexone wor ks by bl ocking the opiate receptor sites on the cel
menbr anes where t he dadah takes effect.

If a person on naltrexone |later takes an opiate, it will have no
addi ctive effect.

Megat Juni d, who is Pemadam president, said the National Dadah Counci
would also liaise with the Health Mnistry on the proper adninistration of
nal trexone to dadah addicts.

To date, there is approxi mately 200, 000 regi stered dadah addi cts.

Qut of that, about 50,000 have undergone rehabilitation.

On whet her affluent parents who did not want to subject thenselves to
public humiliation by sending their children to rehabilitation centres,
coul d purchase the drug on their own, Megat Junid said it all depended on
the success of the pilot project.

He said the use of naltrexone would be extended to all addicts if the
pil ot project proved successful.

On plans to set up nore rehabilitation centres, Megat Junid said there
were plans to set up Pusat Serenti at suitable ex-mlitary canps.

He said a canmp in Besut, Terengganu, was found unsuitable in terns of
| ogi sti cs.

"We are currently | ooking for other ex-mlitary canps to set up
rehabilitation centres."

( END)
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