23/ 06/ 1997
PM begi ns working visit to Hungary

Rashi d Yusof in Budapest

PRI ME M NI STER Dat uk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad begi ns a two-day worKki ng
visit to Hungary today two nonths after his Hungarian counterpart, Gyule
Horn visited Mal aysi a.

Horn had then extended an invitation to Dr Mahathir to visit Hungary.
The Prime Mnister, who made an official visit to Hungary in 1987, wll be
acconpanied by his wife, Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah Mhaned Ali, Cabinet
M ni sters, senior governnent officials and corporate | eaders.

Anong those in the delegation are Culture, Arts, and Tourism M ni ster
Dat uk Sabbaruddi n Chi k, Science, Technol ogy and Envi ronnment M ni ster Dat uk
Law Hi eng Di ng, Deputy Foreign Mnister Datuk Dr Leo M chael Toyad and
Deputy International Trade and I ndustry M nister Datuk Kerk Choo Ting.

Dr Mahathir is scheduled to neet Horn today, followed by a del egation
neeti ng when the Hungarian side is expected to brief their guests on
opportunities in tourism privatisation and i nvestnent.

Tourismis big in Hungary. Sonme 4.3 mllion foreigners visited Hungary
in January and February, which was the wi nter period, and spendi ng US$274
mllion (RM685 mllion), an increase of 35 per cent over the sanme period

| ast year.
Hungary has al so enbarked on a privatisation policy while sone US$2
billion inward i nvestment is expected annually over the next three years.

Toni ght, Horn, who said that he was nost fascinated by the ability of
Mal aysia to agree on mmj or issues, will host a banquet for Dr Mahathir at
the Parlianment Buil di ng.

On Tuesday, Dr Mahathir is scheduled to speak to the Hungarian private
sector on the Multimedi a Super Corridor which he is pronoting
i nternationally.

He will also receive the Hungarian National Assenbly speaker, Dr Zoltan
Gal, who visited Malaysia in May | ast year.
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