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PMcalls for nore joint projects with Thail and

Kamar ul Yunus

Bl LATERAL ties between Mal aysia and Thailand in terns of investnents are
not as inpressive as that of trade and this is despite the nunerous
opportunities and nunerous incentives offered in the two countries.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mohamad said: "It is ny hope that
there will be a marked improvenent in this area of cooperation in the near
future.'

In a speech at the official dinner Dr Mahathir hosted for visiting Tha
Prem er Tan Sri General Chavalit Yongchai yudh | ast night, the Prine
M nister said: "There is a need also to foster strategic |inkages between
our entrepreneurs and captains of industry to create partnerships in
econom ¢ devel opnent, not only at the national but also regional and
gl obal levels."

Dr Mahathir said the two countries have also turned a potential area of
conflict - the overlapping continental shelf area - into one of shared
benefits by creating the Joint Devel opnent Authority to exploit and
equitably share the non-1living resources.

In addition, Dr Mahathir hopes that the country's close friends such as
Thai l and can assist in curbing the entry of illegal inmmgrants into the
country.

"Ml aysi a needs foreign workers but their entry and presence nust be in
accordance with established procedures as well as Malaysia's | aws and
regul ati ons, " he added.

On regional matters, Dr Mahathir said Mal aysia wants the early
realisation of an Asean-10 to spur market growt h.

"The new Asean nenbers (Canbodia, Laos and Myanmar) will soon grow
econom cal ly and together Asean will have a market of some 500 mllion
people. Even if the per capita is small, the purchasi ng power of 500
mllion people will be considerable,” he said, adding Asean has achi eved
remar kabl e and envi abl e success in regional cooperation in its 30-year
hi story.

He poi nted out that Asean has now become a forum capabl e of sustained
cohesi veness upon whi ch various i ssues of commpn concern can be
ef fectively addressed and nanaged.

"Mal aysia and Thail and are not big nations but we have shown the
comm t ment and courage to participate and contribute positively in the
various nultilateral organisations. W will be that nuch nore effective
when we work in concert, for exanple, through Asean

"I amconvinced that the depth of nutual understandi ng and trust between
our two countries has significantly contributed to the overall peace and
cooperation in the region," he added.

Dr Mahathir said over the years, Ml aysia and Thail and have nmanaged to
overcone probl ens, especially on border issues through bilateral
nmechani sms such as the annual Joint Conmi ssion Meetings and the Genera
Border Committee.

Chavalit, who is |l eading a 42-nenber del egati on on a two-day officia
visit to Malaysia, said Thailand is |ooking forward to attendi ng the
informal Asean Summit in Kuala Lunpur this year.

"I't will be atinely opportunity to discuss the future cooperation of
both countries and accel erate the pace of regi onal progress.

"This includes the devel opment of a trans-Asian transport network which
is one of Malaysia's significant regional initiatives," he said, adding



Thai | and stands ready to act as a bridge between Asean and other countries
i n mai nl and Sout h- East Asia and in bringing progress to the Mekong
subr egi on.

Earlier, Dr Mahat hir and Yongchai yudh nmet for two hours to discuss
various issues, including the demarcation of the Ml aysi an-Thai border,
the proposed |inkage between | and bridges in southern Thail and and
nort hern Peninsul ar Mal aysia, and the sale price of gas fromthe Ml aysi a-
Thai | and Joi nt Devel opnent Area.

The two | eaders al so touched on the progress of trans-Asian rail |ink
devel opnent of a deepwater port and the possibility of nore joint
devel opnent activities.
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