03 APR 1997

PM CALLS FOR LEVEL PLAYI NG FI ELD I N TRADE

SERDANG, April 3 (Bernana) -- Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad says it is not fair for developed countries to accuse Ml aysia as
wel | as other devel oping countries of not opening their markets fully to
foreign conpetition.

He said Malaysia was tiny when conpared with trading giants such as the
United States and Japan and as such, countries |ike Ml aysia, whose econony
was still far behind the devel oped countries needed to protected itself.

"W are talking about a level playing field which involves players of
the sanme size otherwise it is not a fair position," Dr Mahathir told
reporters after a day-long visit to Universiti Pertani an Mal aysia here
t oday which has now been renaned Universiti Putra Mal aysi a

The Prinme Mnister said: "W are tiny in conparison with the economny of
Japan and the US...it is not fair for themto say let's play American
football when they have players who are 250 pounds and we have players who
are only 20 pounds.

Both the U S. and Japan, in two separate reports on nmjor trade
restrictions, conplained about Ml aysia's inport policies, |ocal content
requirement, policy on the autonotive industry and service sectors.

However, Mal aysia has always nmintained that while it was conmitted to
opening its markets to foreign conpetition, it would do so at its own pace
in a manner that woul d not jeopardise donmestic industries but rather in a
way that would position themwell to face gl obal conpetition

"W want fairness in the conplaint,” said Dr Mahathir, referring to the
fact that donestic players needed tine to build up their strength in order
to be given an equal and conpetitive chance. -- BERNAVA
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