23/ 08/ 1997

PMcalls for reformation to gui de themback to true path

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad yesterday called for a
reformati on of thought among Muslins who are still trapped in teachings
which are not truly Islamc

He said this self-deception over the real religious truth can affect
efforts to overcone the chall enges of the 21st century.

"The primary reformation is reformati on of thought,” he said in his key-
note address at a conference in Kuala Lunpur on reformati on and chal | enges
facing Muslins in the 21st century yesterday.

Dr Mahathir said the reformation that is required of Muslins is one that
can guide themback to true Islamc teachings unadul terated by devi ant
intrepretations, edicts and fatwas surfacing during the past 1,400 years
after Hegira. The Prime Mnister said the 21st century has been dubbed as
t he nost chal | engi ng century where nodern technology and IT will radically
alter the life of nankind.

"No one could isolate oneself fromthe world conmunity and such
technol ogies ... Those who nmaster the technologies will control world
politics and econony," he added.

Dr Mahathir said such a power will also enable those possessing themto
do al nost anyt hing they fancy, including discrimnating agai nst Mislins
and | sl am c countri es.

He added that this had happened in Bosnia, Chechnya, Pakistan and South
Asi a where those in possession of high technol ogy all owed mass nurders of
Musl i ns.

Dr Mahathir said there is no dispute on the need for Muslins to acquire
religious know edge, but this does not nmean that the Muslinms should only
specialise in such matters alone. "Does it nean that all Mislimstudents
shoul d be experts only in religious matter to the extent of ignoring other
academ c fields which can devel op and safeguard Muslins at |arge?

"Are we not commtting a sin because there is not a single Mislimexpert
in areas that can save other Mislins?" he asked.

Dr Mahathir also said the difference in opinions and |slanic teachings
still exist in an Islamc society.

"Those who have devi ated, nust be gui ded back to the true path but the
approach in doing that should be subtle and with finesse through consensus
and not pressure, oppression and injustice,” he added. Dr Mahathir said
tol erance and brot herhood shoul d be put first in the event of
di sagreenent, adding that attenpts to use force which could only lead to
split and endl ess vi ol ence shoul d be avoi ded.
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