04/ 03/ 1997
PMcalls for landscaping to be nade mandatory (HL)

Vi jayan Menon; Hani zah Hashi m

KUALA LUMPUR, Mon. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad t oday
| aunched the national tree planting canpaign and urged States and | oca
authorities to nmake | andscapi ng nmandatory in all devel opment projects.

He al so urged themto take | andscapi ng seriously and cone up with the
necessary | egi sl ati on.

Dr Mahathir put the nationw de canpaign in notion by planting the Hopea
odorata (Merawan siput jantan) at the Medan | daman Recreational Park, off
Jal an Gombak.

The canpaign was jointly organi sed by the Housi ng and Local Governnent
Mnistry and | ocal authorities with a long-termtarget of three mllion
trees by the year 2000 and 20 nmillion trees by 2020. Simlar tree-planting
cerenpnies were held in all the other States today.

The canpaign is directed at conbining present efforts to nake Mal aysia a
"Garden Nation" and enconpasses ot her tree-planting programmes such as the
one nmanaged by the Ml aysi an Nature Society.

Dr Mahathir urged States and |l ocal authorities to have reserve | and for
| andscapi ng pur poses on roadsi des.

Peopl e owni ng vacant | and near roads and rivers should plant trees on it
so that there would be a ready supply of trees.

"I'f the | andowners, be they local authorities, State Governnents or
i ndividuals or the private sector, are not interested in planting trees on
their land, then they should allow others to do so with only a nonina
paynment for the use of the land."

Local authorities, on the other hand, should inpose a fine on | andowners
who refused to allowtrees to be planted on their |and and instead all owed
it to be overgrown with bushes or turned into rubbish dunps or to be
occupi ed by squatters, he said.

Sceni ¢ beauty and pl easant surroundi ngs were now basi c needs for the
Mal aysi an soci ety whi ch was becom ng prosperous and sophi sticated, the
Prinme M nister said.

Therefore, he said, a standard should be set and special conditions
i nposed that there should be provision for open spaces and areas for tree-
pl anti ng.

Apart from housi ng estates, |andscaping and sceni c beauty should al so be
stressed in urban areas, tourist spots and industrial parks, Dr Mahathir
sai d.

He said the task of greening Mal aysia was not the sole responsibility of
the Government but that of everyone in the country as well.

The Prinme M nister urged the corporate sector and individuals to sponsor
neon |ighting and | andscapi ng progranmes in urban areas and kanpungs.

El ectricity supplying conpanies, including independent power producers,
shoul d sponsor neon lighting with lowtariffs in collaboration with Tenaga
Nasi onal

Sayi ng that the | andscaping i ndustry in devel oped countries had
progressed rapidly, he said they had used the scenic beauty and pl easant
surroundi ngs as i nportant conponents to draw investors and tourists.

"I believe with existing resources and expertise in the country we are
capabl e of conpeting with devel oped countries in | andscapi ng."

Dr Mahat hir al so enphasi sed the i nportance of maintaining the trees,

i ncl udi ng pruning, as neglect would cause themto grow haphazardly and
beconme a hindrance to traffic.



The canpai gn was tel ecast |ive over Radi o Tel evi syen Ml aysi a.

Housi ng and Local CGovernment M nister Datuk Dr Ting Chew Peh said | ast
mont h that the canpai gn needed about 15 per cent of the popul ation, or
three out of every 20 people, to plant a tree to neet its target.

The trees to be planted during the canpai gn include fast-grow ng trees
such as the sentang (Azadirichta excel sa), the kelunpang (Sterculia
foetida) and the pulai (Al stonia augustiloba). OQhers include the merawan
si put jantan (Hopea odarata), the janda nmerana (Salix babyl onica), the
simpuh (Dillinia indica), the janbu | aut (Eugenia grandis), the tecona
(Tabebui a pentaphylla), the kayu mani s (C nnamonum i ners) and the kasa
(Pometia pinnata).

Al t hough t he canpai gn focuses on housing estates, the public is al so
encouraged to plant trees in areas such as public parks, river banks, near
beaches and on governnent | and al ong roads.

The mnistry is also conducting a national publicity canpaign to appea
to all agencies, including private conpanies, schools, the public and non-
gover nment al organi sations, to take part.

Dr Mahathir al so presented saplings and certificates to representatives
of local authorities and Federal Territories synbolising their commtnent
to the greeni ng canpai gn.

Ting in his speech said an inportant step taken by his mnistry was to
publish the national | andscapi ng gui delines and added that the greening
canpai gn required the support and co-operation of all Ml aysi ans.
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