23/ 10/ 1997
PMcal Il s for gl obal crusade agai nst poverty

Joseph Bi ngkasan i n London

LONDON, Wed. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad has cal |l ed
for a global crusade agai nst poverty, adding that the next century should
be dedicated to freeing mankind fromthis scourge.

He also called for the world to work towards a gl obal conmonweal t h based
on a new worl d popul ated by fl ourishing, responsible, productive and
sust ai nabl e denocr aci es.

Dr Mahathir said these denocraci es should be distinguished by remarkabl e
standards of human rights and human responsibilities.

Dr Mahathir said this during a lecture at the United Wrld Col | ege of
the Atlantic at Stationer's Hall, here, last night. H's speech, titled
Asia's Place and Asia's Role in the Making of the G obal Conmonweal th of
the 21st Century, was delivered by Education Mnister Datuk Seri Najib Tun
Razak.

The Prime M nister was unable to attend the function as he was
i ndi sposed in Kuala Lunpur. He, however, left for Edinburgh tonight to
attend t he Commonweal t h Heads of Governnent Meeting which starts on
Fri day.

In asking the world community of nations to be committed to this
endeavour, Dr Mahathir cited Malaysia's efforts to eradi cate poverty, an
exerci se which had drawn praise fromworld bodies such as the United
Nat i ons Devel opnment Programre.

Dr Mahathir said: "It nmust be a new world made the nore remarkabl e by
the emergence of billions fromthe darkest pits of poverty. W now have
the neans to eradi cate absol ute poverty.

"According to UNDP statistics, less than 30 years ago, nore than half of
all Ml aysians |ived bel ow the absol ute poverty |ine. Ml aysi ans can now
| ook forward to entering the new century with zero absol ute poverty,
practically no one below the |line of absolute poverty.

"The UNDP says that ny nodest country, Ml aysia, has been the best
poverty killer on the surface of this planet in post-war human history. If
we can do it, the whole world can do it.

"Let me ask the npbst sinple of questions: Wiy not conmit ourselves to
poverty's end? Way not nmake the 21st century the first century of nankind
freed fromthe enslavenent of poverty?" (Full text of speech on page 10)

He al so called for another global crusade, this tinme to protect the
envi ronment .

He said: "I believe that what we nmust also work for is a single doba
Comonweal th which is nore caring not only of each human bei ng and of his
prosperity, but also nore caring of the environnment which nust enrich his
exi st ence.

"Those who believe that caring for the environnent is a | uxury we cannot
af ford are wong.

“Inreality, not caring for the environnent is a | uxury which we cannot
afford. If we cannot | aunch the necessary gl obal crusade to save the
environnment at the dawn of the 21st century, the twilight of the 21st
century will be dark. It will literally be pitch black."

Dr Mahathir al so touched on the debate over the rise of Asia which had
| ed sone quarters to suggest that the 21st century woul d be the Asian
Century.

He said: "I'msorry to burst their bubble. | believe that the idea of
"the Asian century" wal ks down the well-trodden path of darkness. And it



is amrage mred in an incredi ble swanp of arrogance.

"I believe that the Asian century will not come. The era of Asian
dom nance over this planet will not dawn. Wat is nore, | believe that we
in Asia should not aspire to achieve it, or to allow a new hegenpony even
if it is “ours'.

"The age of inperialismis dead. The tinme for hegenobny has passed. They
nmust be buried. And their burial should be cel ebrated. There nust be no
resurrection of inperialism no touting of hegenony, no glorification of
dom nance or domination in the 21st century. These things are inmoral.

"Imperialismis no less evil if it is Asian inperialism Hegenony is no
nmore tolerable if it is Asian hegenony. Domination is no less a blight if
it is Asian dom nation.

"What we in Asia nust work for in the 21st century is not the century of
Asia but "the century of the world", a single dobal Commonweal th, which
excl udes no one, which includes all of humanity,"” he added.

( END)
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