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THE who's who in the International Advisory Panel that will help steer and
determ ne the destiny of Malaysia' s Miltimedia Super Corridor could
provoke vicious catfights, digital Cold War and perhaps a den of spitting
cobr as.

Well, alnost. For included in the AP are multi-billionaires and multi-
mllionaires who rule the world' s conmputer desktop and dat abases -
visionaries with a penchant of rolling the dice and determ ning the
nunbers, and sages with a steely grip on the flow of cyber infornation.

But sone of these extrenely wealthy personalities are al so sworn enenies
with each other, prepared to fight and wi pe out their rivals in the gl obal
market to win the ultimate prize - control of the Internet and becone the
Overlord of the Information Age.

Take a | ook at the | AP nake-up, especially the key personalities who are
al so anong the npbst aggressive, and it is easy to understand the fire-
brand quality of its make-up.

And astoundingly, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad, as the
force behind the MSC, pulled off the coup of getting these clashing
technol ogical giants sit at the sane table to discuss ways to reap digital
profits in Ml aysi a.

Larry Ellison, the CEO of database king Oracle Corp and a maverick
conceptual i ser of the both intriguing and the maligned network conputer,
has an enthusi astic cheerleader in Scott McNealy, Sun M crosystens CEO

McNeal y' s conpany, of course, wote the cross-platform progranm ng
| anguage Java, which is onits way to literally dictate the way Wrld Wde
Web pages are designed and presented.

Sun M crosystens had begun shipping the JavaStation, a bare-bones
network conputer that taps into the Internet for applications and avoid
bei ng bundled into a bl oated W ndows operating system now dom nated by
M crosoft Corp.

Ellison and McNealy al so forged a strategic alliance with Netscape
Conmruni cat i ons which, under its visionary founder and chai rman Ji md ark,
techni cal boy wonder Marc Andreessen and the shrewd organisation of its
CEO Ji m Bar ksdal e, wound up Netscape Navi gator, a near-nonopolistic web
browser, to 45 mllion PCs.

El lison, McNealy and Barksdal e, al so nenbers of the | AP, share a comon
|l oathing - Mcrosoft chairman and CEO Wl liam Henry Gates |11, another | AP
fellow, and the richest man on Earth with a net worth of US$23 billion
(RVB6 billion).

Dislike is an understatenent: they collectively and passionately hate
Gates' guts.

"There are two canps,"” MNealy said in a Dec 2, 1996 Newsweek piece,
"those in Rednond (M crosoft's headquarters), who live on the Death Star,
and the rest of us, the rebel forces."

McNeal y' s deadpan use of the Star Wars metaphor of good and evil (the
evil being Mcrosoft), is echoed bluntly by Ellison.

"Everybody hates Mcrosoft!" Ellison growl ed in the sane Newsweek pi ece.

| BM Cor p, another | AP panelist, would think so too. |IBMwas working
closely with Mcrosoft in the 80s to devel op OS/2, a new conputer
operating system until Mcrosoft, armed with i nside know edge of OS/ 2,
rel eased Wndows 3.0 in 1990 to conpl etely upstaged OS/ 2.

"Whet her they were just playing on the gullibility of the industry, or



whet her they positioned it that way, they told the world they were going
to OS/ 2, when they were really headed to Wndows," former |BM chi ef
strategi st James Cannavi no was quoted as saying. "You can question whet her
that is ethical behaviour."

Gates is both riled and unperturbed by these sentinents, even as
Net scape Conmuni cations, troubled by the way M crosoft reinvented itself
to be hardcore on the Internet via the Internet Explorer browser, yelled
"Murderer! Mnopolist!" as it got US anti-trust authorities to probe the
software giant's marketing tactics.

Part of the loathing comes fromMcrosoft's hardball ways. Listen to
M crosoft executive vice-president Steve Ballnmer's rants on Netscape and
other Mcrosoft rivals and you will understand why.

Being the enforcer of the Mcrosoft vision - a conputer in every desk
and M crosoft systens running it - Ballmer is a kind of Dirty Harry who
ki cks butts to get things going the Mcrosoft way.

"Prepubescent adol escents ... immture!" Ballner ranted in a Forbes
magazi ne interview. On the Oracl e-Sun concept of network conputer, he
jeered: "They haven't got a clue what custoners want!"

Little wonder that if Gates and Ballnmer get inthe ring with Ellison,
McNeal y and Barksdale, it becones a fight-to-death of angry, spitting
cobras.

And yet, these peopl e have been brought together in a seem ngly
i mpossi bl e circunstance by Dr Mahathir.

But Mal aysi ans, and probably now the world, have | earnt never ever
underestimate the charismatically persuasive powers of Dr Mahathir. Tine
magazi ne did not call him Master Planner for nothing, especially nowthat
he has pulled off this coup

Dr Mahat hir knew the potential for dangerous friction by the presence of
these billionaires when he convinced themto take part in the | AP.

When he got Gates to take part, that seal ed the success of the | AP for
in Gates lies the digital Pied Piper who attracts allies and foes alike to
enter a firepit and do the jig on its smoul dering coal s.

The fact that Gates conmitted hinself to the MSC kindl ed these ot her
giants to join the fray, if not totap into the great fortune to be nade,
at least to check Gates and Mcrosoft's disturbingly growi ng dom nance of
cyber space.

And that was why Dr Mahat hir confidently quashed suggestions that the
| AP may be unable to get going, judging by the clashes between Gates and
Ellison, McNealy and Bar ksdal e.

And t hat was al so why he exclainmed that the MSC will be a success. "...lI
feel we are in safe waters,” he told a Press conference after the
i naugural neeting of the AP in Stanford University in San Franci sco on
Fri day.

"Besides, we are in very safe hands," the Prime Mnister said as he
gestured his hands to the likes of Ellison, MNealy, Barksdal e who were
present.

Gates was not there, primarily busy with the | aunching of M crosoft
Ofice 97, the conpany's | atest update of the popul ar office suite
appl i cations.

There was one baffling exclusion: Andrew G ove, Intel Corp CEO. Intel is
the worl d's largest conputer chip maker and has an extrenely strong
presence i n Ml aysi a.

Wth Intel chips and Mcrosoft's Wndows operating systens, the so-
called Wn-Tel conbination controls the operation of at | east 85 per cent
of the world's PCs. Perhaps, G ove nmay be roped in later.

The MSC will al so do good to consider the possibility of roping in other
Silicon Valley sages - Jimdd ark, Netscape founder and Andreesen and even



the ballistic Steve Ball ner.

And while we are at it, why not rope in another visionary, N cholas
Negroponte, the author of that groundbreaki ng book Being Digital.

Negroponte is very much aware of the MSC. He has been to Ml aysia
several tinmes to talk about the digital future and, as director of the
Massachusetts Institute of Technol ogy's Media Lab, he would be a natura
fit into the | AP.

But it will be a nobuth watering prospect if the MSC were to convi nce
Appl e co-founder and now chai rman of Pixar, Steve Jobs, to also join

Jobs' conpany NeXT Sof tware was bought over by Apple as part of the
latter's strategy to overhaul the ageing MAC operating system And help
fromthe man they uncerenoni ously booted out in 1985. For Jobs, revenge
must be sweet.

Whi | e Jobs made the phrase "insanely good" fanbus was out in the cold
for too long, it was his vision for Apple that blazed the path for the PC
to change the way we do and | ook at things.

In the end, what is the prospect of the MSC? As far as Dr Mahathir is
concerned, it will be a success. The distinguished | AP nmenbers agree
whol eheartedly.

But nore inportantly is the endorsenent of Sun M crosystens chi ef
scientist John Cage who enthused that Ml aysia - scarcely larger than New
Mexico - is a true "nodel Internet country" as it strives to be a truly
wi red country.

Conming from Cage, that should help seal the positive fate of the
Mul ti medi a Super Corridor, notwthstanding the vicious catfights of sone
of its extremely powerful nenbers.

( END)
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