17/ 01/ 1997
PM confident of MVA nod for tel enedicine

Must apha Kanmi| in Santa C ara
SANTA CLARA, Thurs: The Ml aysi an Government is bullish of the
tel emedi ci ne concept being accepted by the | ocal nmedical fraternity.

Saying this today, Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhanmad said he
is confident the new practice in the nedical field would be endorsed by
the Mal aysi an Medi cal Associ ation, although certain nmatters would have to
be ironed out first.

He was answering a question fromthe floor after giving a talk on the
Mal aysi an Mul tinedi a Super Corridor (MSC) project to a group of investors
and students at the Stanford University.

Tel enedi cine is one of the seven applications which would first be
introduced in the MSCto act as catalysts for growth in other nmultinedia
activities.

Using on-line services provided in the MSC environnent, doctors hooked-
up to the network fromaround the world will be able to interact with each
other on real time basis. The idea is to use such interactions for medica
pur poses such as renote di agnosi s and therapy.

Appropriate | aws under the nowdrafted sets of cyberlaws will nake the
practice | egal.

Dr Mahathir, who arrived here fromLos Angel es earlier yesterday, also
call ed on Mal aysi an experts now based overseas to return to serve within
t he MSC.

"W wel cone both foreign-based Ml aysi ans and al so overseas experts to
come to participate in the project,” he told the hall packed with an
audi ence of nore than 300.

He added overseas- based Ml aysi ans who are no | onger Mal aysian citizens
can cone to work as expatri ates.

"W got no hang-ups on such matters," he said.

On conpetition, while acknow edgi ng nei ghbouring countries can al so
offer stiff challenges to the project, the Prine Mnister outlined the
cl ear advantage of the MSC project.

He pointed out that the MSC does not involve addi ng new concepts to
existing facilities but is an entirely new project that will use the
| atest in technol ogy.

Dr Mahathir al so outlined the cost-advantage offered by Ml aysia
conmpared to the other "tigers" in the region.

To sustain this, he said the Government will continue to provide an
envi ronment conduci ve for investnents.

He later invited the attending Stanford University students to submt
their resunmes and fill in the enpl oyment applications in the MSC website.

Describing the project further, the Prine Mnister said it wll
eventual | y be extended throughout Ml aysia and i nvol ve not only financi al
conm tment but al so those of Mal aysians in changing the way they live and
wor k.

Dr Mahathir was al so asked how t he freedomthe Government has proni sed
in access to the Internet will affect Ml aysi ans.

He explained that it is al nbst inmpossible nowto censor materials
flowing on the Internet as fast as a newway is discovered to do so
anot her way woul d be found to get around it.

One day, he added, perhaps the world would conme up with an internationa
code of ethics for the Internet and that Mal aysia would foll ow such a
code.



In his earlier speech, he said the area will be a global test-bed for
new rol es of Government, new cyberl aws and guarantees, new way of
col | aborati on between Gover nment and conpani es, education and delivery of
heal t hcare

For exanple, he said the Government no | onger require nultinedia
companies to go through the traditional Request For Proposal (RFP) process
that requires the authorities to have clear concept of what the conpany
nmust deliver.

"Leadi ng conpani es have told us that this was inappropriate for new
areas of multinedia since the solutions are devel oped rather than
assenbl ed fromexisting know edge, " he sai d.

Instead of the RFPs, the Governnment wi |l ask conpani es for concept
proposal s to describe the approach they would take in devel opi ng sol utions
or achieving the benefits desired by the Governnent.

The Prime Mnister's visit to California will reach its peak today with
the inaugral neeting of the International Advisory Panel (IAP) to the MSC
proj ect . The | AP menbers are due to arrive here today for the neeting
wher e out standi ng i ssues woul d be di scussed.

Since his arrival, Dr Mahathir's tal ks have recei ved overwhel m ng
response, with packed halls each tinme he speaks.

Conmpany executives have shown interest in the project by the questions
asked after each session. These questions range fromthe project itself to
t he Mal aysi an econony.

Earlier yesterday, Dr Mahathir had a private nmeeting with M crosoft
chairman Bill Gates.

In the afternoon, he net Netscape Comruni cati ons G oup president and
chi ef executive, M Janes Barksdal e and the Ci sco group chairman M John
Chanber s.

Details of the nmeetings were not nade avail able i nmedi ately.
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