23/ 08/ 1997
PM equates Lims success to the story of Ml aysia

Davi d Ong- Yeoh

TYCOON Tan Sri Lim Goh Tong | ast night celebrated his 80th birthday with
Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad paying tribute to the
entrepreneur's success, equating it to the story of Ml aysi a.

"Tan Sri Limis typical of many Ml aysi ans who have worked to nmake noney
for thenselves, and in the process have contributed to Mal aysia," Dr
Mahat hir said at a gala dinner in Kuala Lunmpur |ast night.

Mal aysia, he said, is anmong the nore fortunate devel opi ng countries as
it has been able to develop faster than sonme others. He attributed the
success in sone way to the cooperation between the Governnment and the
private sector.

Citing Limas an exanple, Dr Mahathir said: "Tan Sri Limhas transl ated
into reality what we only hoped to see."

He added in jest: "The Governnent is happy with Limls success, you know
why - he pays a lot of taxes."

Lim who canme to Malaya in 1937 from China to work as a carpenter, was
listed by Forbe's nagazine as the 156th richest person in the world in
1993.

In 1965 Limstarted devel opi ng Genting Hi ghl ands Resort where the
country's only casino is located. He is now chairman of the Genting group
of conpani es.

In a speech read out by his son Datuk Li m Kok Thay, in which he
comment ed on the success of Genting H ghlands as a resort, Limsaid: "I
was successful because ot her people also believed in ny dream™

In conjunction with his birthday, Limlast night donated RVM3.8 million
to charity through Yayasan Lim which he founded in 1978.
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