12 MAY 1997
Mahat hi r - Press
PM EXPECTS THE PRESS TO BE FAIR I N THEI R REPORTI NG

GURUN, May 12 (Bernama) -- Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Moharmad said today he expects the press to be fair in their reporting
wi t hout taking sides when highlighting issues.

"l expect the press to nmore fair. |I'mnot saying the press is taking
sides (but) I'm saying you are not being fair," he said when asked by
reporters to justify his criticismon the Ml aysian nmedia for being
unsupportive of the governnent.

He was speaking at a news conference at the Perwaja Steel Sdn Bhd
Conpl ex here after opening the conmpany's beam and section mll, which has
the capability of producing 700,000 tonnes of steel beans, channels and
angl es, a year.

He again cited as an exanple press reports followi ng the Hi gh Court
convi ction of DAP deputy secretary-general Lim Guan Eng

The Menber of Parlianment for Kota Melaka was found guilty and fined
RML5, 000 by the Mel aka High Court on charges of sedition and maliciously
maki ng a fal se publication

At a news conference after the Umo Supreme Council neeting in Kuala
Lunpur on Saturday, Dr Mhathir rapped the nmedia for giving excessive
coverage on Guan Eng's issue, to a certain extent inplying that the
gover nment was being undenocratic and that it has control over the courts

Today, he said: "Qur view is that we have been losing cases in the
courts...much nore serious cases yet there was no reaction the way the
press, especially the foreign press, reacted to Guan Eng' s cases of being
fined nore than RW2, 000."

Dr Mahathir said he was sad when certain quarters insinuated that the
government was being undenocratic and that it has the courts under its
contr ol

"I'n our case (Umo), we were declared an illegal party...a party which
has fornmed the governnent has been declared illegal (which) never happen in
the history of denoractic politics anywhere in the world. Yet it happened
to us.

"Yet people keep on accusing us of fiddling with the courts and doing
all kinds of funny things," he said.

He said there was al so accusations that the Attorney-Ceneral was bias
in favour of the governnent.

But, Dr Mahathir said, if the AG was biased, why would he take to court
Bari san Nasi onal candi dates who have won their seats only to be declared
ot herwi se.

When asked whether his renmarks about the nmedia would encourage foreign
press to further accuse the governnent of controlling the |local nedia, Dr

Mahat hir said wi thout him saying that, the governnment would still be
criticised.
"W will be critised anyway but we nust have our say. Nothing we do is

ever right," he added.

When asked if he was disappointed with the |local press, the Prine
M nister said to a certain degree, he was.

"I won't say | was disappointed conpletely but certainly I was with the
foreign press. There is a need for better judgnent and better reporting on
the part of the local press,” he added.

When asked why other party |eaders did not react to Guan Eng's case, Dr
Mahat hir said they had but statenents issued by these | eaders were not



publ i shed by the press.

"That was their conplaint to nme...that unless the Prime Mnister nakes
a statenent, the press just ignores us (them," he said. -- BERNAVA
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