28 FEB 1997
Mahat hi r - Ever est
PM FLAGS OFF NMALAYSI A- EVEREST ' 97 PRQIECT CLI MBERS

KUALA LUMPUR, Feb 28 (Bernama) -- Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhanmad today
"flagged-of f" the national clinbers under the Ml aysi a- Everest '97 project,
marking the start of a long journey for Malaysia to achieve yet another
dream

The cerenmony, held at the Prinme Mnister's Departnment, was al so
attended by Youth and Sports Mnister Tan Sri Mihyiddin Yasin and Ml aysi an
d i nbing Associ ation president Noor Ram|e Sul ai man.

The Prinme Mnister |aunched the national project to conquer the
8,848-nmetre Mount Everest at Dataran Merdeka on June 4, |ast year when he
al so issued a challenge to Ml aysians to walk to the South Pole.

Jointly organised by the Youth and Sports Mnistry, Mlaysian dinbing
Associ ation and Sports and Culture Foundation of Ml aysia, the project,
estimated to cost RMA.5 nmillion, is a brainchild of Dr Mahathir, who once
said: "We nust have the confidence to achieve all our dreams...this
i ncludes clinbing the Everest, sailing across the Pacific, conquering the
Arctic and Antarctic."

A group of 20 nmountain clinbers fromthe Ml aysian dinbing Association
wWill try to clinb the nmountain and of the 20 clinbers, only 12 including
two RTM careranen, would trek to the top part of the nobuntain to plant the
Mal aysian flag while the rest will act as a back-up squad.

The 10 clinmbers who will try to scale the peak of the Everest to create
yet another history for the country are N Mhanadas, Aimy Zairin Mhamed,
Hussin Ali, M Magendran, Zahidi Painman, Zahari Salleh, Mhd Fauzan Hassan,
Borhan I brahim Major Mohd Rizan Mat Hassan and Kpl M Mani am

They were in Manali, India |last nonth on a two-week stint to
acclimtise thenselves to the H nalayan conditions in preparation for their
m ssion.

Various programes in preparation for the expedition started in 1995,

i ncluding mountain-clinbing training at Shingri dacier in India and Munt
Cook Aspring in New Zeal and.

The nountain clinbers will |eave for Nepal, armed with 70 to 100 tonnes
of food and clothings specially nade in Italy, France and the Unioted
States to withstand the cold weather conditions there which sometines dip
to as low as -70 degrees Cel sius when the wind starts to bl ow

From Kat hnmandu, the expedition will travel to Kukla on March 4 where
all the administrative work will be done before ascending on March 9. The
clinmbers are expected to reach the peak between May 1 and 20.

If the expedition is successful, Ml aysia will be the first Southeast
Asi an country to conquer Munt Everest.

Sir Edmund Hillary and his guide, Tenzing Norgay Sherpa, becanme the
first persons to reach the peak of Munt Everest on May 29, 1953. --
BERNANMA
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