10/ 04/ 1997

PM heads for Pakistan after talks in Gulf State

DATUK Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhamad | eft for Pakistan yesterday norning,
| eavi ng behi nd a foundati on whi ch woul d hopeful |y pave the way for better
trade rel ati ons between Ml aysi a and Bahrain

The Prime M nister ended his three-day official visit here with a cal
to businessmen fromboth sides to find concrete neans for inproving nutua
trade.

On Tuesday, Dr Mahathir held two rounds of econonic talks - one with
busi nessnmen and anot her wi th bankers.

Both nmeetings turned out to be lively, reflecting the keen desire anong
t he Bahrai ni business comunity to work with their Ml aysian counterparts.

At the neeting with businessnen, Dr Mahathir was asked why the cost of
certain goods from Mal aysi a were hi gh and whet her the Governnent was aware
of this.

One inporter of Mal aysian pl ywood said his conmpany has been buying
pl ywood from Si ngapore but nmay have to |l ook for alternative sources if the
prices becone too prohibitive.

Dr Mahat hir sai d purchases of Mal aysi an products through third countries
tend to cost nore and suggested that one way of overcoming this is by
buyi ng direct.

"W have an excellent port in Port Klang which can now cater for big

containers," he said. "l suggest you go through Port Klang and you'll be
surprised at the savings you can nmake. You go through third parties and
you'll have to pay double in handling charges."

Dr Mahat hir was acconpanied to the talks by a group of Ml aysi an
busi nessnen | ed by Mal aysia Airlines chairman Tan Sri Tajudin Rami. The
meeti ng al so saw exchange of ideas on the nechanics of inproving trade
vol une between both countri es.

One Bahraini busi nessnmen said Mal aysi an busi nessnmen shoul d conduct a
conpr ehensi ve study of his country's inport needs.

"Bahrain,"” the businessman said, "has a large inport bill and we woul d
like this to be reduced. | suggest that a thorough study be done on
Bahrain's edible oil requirenments because there is nuch potential in
this."

Dr Mahat hir responded: "Tell us what you want and we'll get themfor
you."

When anot her busi nesmen asked whet her Mal aysia could provide technica
know how i n sonme of their ventures because technol ogy was very difficult
to acquire, Dr Mahathir said this was possible through joint ventures with
Mal aysi an partners.

Mal aysi an- neade goods, he said, are found worl dwi de while efforts have
been made to have Ml aysi an-branded itens nanufactured and exported
w del y.

In his meeting with bankers, Dr Mahathir's speech at the Gulf Econonic
Forum was described as "inspirational."

In fact, one banker said Dr Mahathir was the | eader who will "take us
into the next century with confidence and vision."

The sane banker asked for the Prine Mnister's views on trade groups and
whet her this would hel p enhance regi onal and international co-operation.

Dr Mahathir said trade groups should not bl ock opportunities and free
trade, which was why he was agai nst the idea of blocs such as the North
Anerican Free Trade Agreenent.



Trade groups, he said, should be a forumwhere opportunities are
exchanged and trade coul d be discussed openly in a global effort.
"This falls in line," he said, "with what | often refer to as the enrich
t hy nei ghbour policy which Ml aysia is propagating.”
( END)
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