17 MAR 1997
PM LAUNCHES Rw# BI LLION MEC CI TY AT GAMBANG

By: Mohd Arshi Daud

KUANTAN, March 17 (Bernana) -- MEC City, an integrated township that
wi Il spearhead Malaysia's entry into the the global electrical appliances
i ndustry, was |aunched today by Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir
Mohamead.

The RVA billion project, covering a |land area of 1,200 hectares that
wi Il house the manufacturing plants for Ml aysi a-owned brand nane
el ectrical products, is the brainchild of the prinme nminister hinself.

Over 20,000 people who attended the event today, also witnessed the
launch of MEC, that is the concept and brand nane for the nade-in-Mlaysia
el ectrical products.

Also in attendance were several cabinet ninisters and deputy ministers.

Located at Ganbang near Kuantan, MEC City is accessible to Kuantan, the
port and the airport through the existing Kuala Lunpur-Kuantan East Coast
hi ghway.

The city is owned by Malaysia Electric Corporation Bhd (MEC), a 60
percent subsidiary of Kuala Lunpur Industries Holdings Bhd (KLIH) and a 30
percent unit of Khazanah Nasional Bhd, the governnent's investnent
arm

A fast-track project that is expected to be fully conpleted in 10
years, MEC City will be devel oped around four major conponents: the MEC
Cty, MEC Indsutrial Park, MEC Residential Centre and MEC Research,

Devel opment and Training Centre.

The MEC City conponent will house the main admnistative block and
various product manufacturing plants, while MEC ldustrial Park will be the
honme of a host of supporting small and nedi um sized industries to provide
parts and conmponents to MEC pl ant.

The project is planned to acconpdate a popul ation of 100,000 through
the MEC Residential Centre that will also provide recreational facilities.
An MEC Research, Devel opnment and Training centre, conprising related
training schools, institutes and a centre for research and devel opnent

woul d al so be located in the township.

MEC I ndustrial Park Sdn Bhd, the project developer for MEC City had
recently conpleted MEC air-conditioner and refrigerator factories in a
short period of three nonths.

MEC s range of electrical appliances includes CFC-free refigerators,
air-conditioners,rice and pressure cookers, television sets and hi-fi
equi pnent .

MEC presently operates three other plants in Kuala Lunpur, Kl ang and
Penang. - - BERNAMVA
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