19/ 02/ 1997

PM pours cold water on tal k of Cabinet reshuffle

KOTA Kl NABALU, Tues. - Prinme Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mhathir Mhanmad t oday
poured cold water over tal k of an inpendi ng Cabi net reshuffle, saying he
was not planning any for the near future.

He said however that he believed in the freedomof newspapers to
specul ate on the matter.

"I amnot planning any (Cabinet reshuffle). Wiy should | plan any? |
have no problens,” he told reporters at the Kota Kinabal u airport before
returning to Kuala Lunpur follow ng an overnight visit to Sabah.

The Prinme Mnister was asked to comment on a Sin Chew Jit Poh report
| ast Saturday that the Cabinet would be reshuffled soon.

"W believe in freedomof the Press, freedom of expression and freedom
of specul ation. So, they can specul ate.

"If you care to |l ook into the past, you would see that there had been so
many predictions and specul ati ons whi ch were not accurate." He added
there woul d al ways be sonme quarters who woul d take the credit when their
persi stent specul ati ons eventual ly cane true.

"If you say there will be el ections next year and then there is none
when the tinme cones, you keep on saying the elections will take place the
foll owi ng year, eventually we will have an el ection and then when we do
have the election, they will say: ah, | told you so

"But they have forgotten about the 10 tinmes when they were wong. They
only care to renenber the time they were right," he said.

He said the sane thing applied to the specul ati on about a Cabi net
reshuffle.

"They say the reshuffle will be this year. And when there is none, they
will say next year and then the year after that. One day when there is
really a reshuffle, they say: Ch we knew, we predicted that. W know
everyt hing, even howthe PMis thinking," he quipped.

(END)
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