01/ 03/ 1997
PMrem nds Everest clinbers to be vigilant

Adel i ne Ong

PRI ME M ni ster Datuk Seri Dr Mhat hir Mhamad yesterday rem nded the 20
Mal aysi a- Everest ' 97 clinbers not to take unnecessary risks in achieving
their goal of planting the Malaysian flag at the sunmit of Munt Everest.

Dr Mahathir rem nded the clinbers that they needed to be careful and to
followinstructions.

"You need to consider all the dangers and avoid it. Don't try to be a
hero because it will not do you or the country any good if you get hurt,"
Dr Mahat hir advi sed when he presented the Malaysian flag to the clinbers
i n Kual a Lunpur yesterday.

"A person will not be considered brave if he is willing to face a
chal l enge wi thout taking into account the dangers that go with it," he
said, adding that in a case like that, it would not be bravery but
f ool i shness.

"At a glance, we will think that clinbing Munt Everest serves no
purpose. But in fact, to take on such a challenge will nake us nore aware
of our presence and strength.

"The ability to face dangerous situations and handle themw || help
build the spirit of the clinbers,"” Dr Mahathir said.

The cerenony marked the start of a long journey for Malaysia to achieve
yet anot her dream

The Prime M nister |aunched the national project to conquer the 8, 848-
metre Mount Everest at Merdeka Square on June 4, |ast year when he al so
i ssued a challenge to Malaysians to walk to the South Pol e.

Jointly organi sed by the Youth and Sports Mnistry, Mlaysian Cinbing
Associ ati on and Sports and Cul ture Foundati on of Ml aysia, the project,
estimated to cost RMA.5 nmillion, is a brainchild of Dr Mahathir, who once
said: "We nust have the confidence to achieve all our dreans...this
i ncludes clinbing the Everest, sailing across the Pacific, conquering the
Arctic and Antarctic.”

The clinbers who will try to plant the Malaysian flag at the peak of the
8,848mnountain in May this year |ave for Kathmandu today.

Expedi tion | eader Nor Rami Sul aiman said the teamtrained rigorously
for three years in preparation for the clinb. Only 10 out of the 20
clinbers will go for the summit, while the rest will act as back-ups.

"We underwent intensive training and conditioning clinbs in Al pine
condi tions.

"Twenty-five clinbers were selected for the expedition |line-up. Then,
further tests were held on Myunt Kinabalu to select those with nore
stami na for the sumit team" he said

Techni cal expertise fromthe nountai neering associations of India and
Nepal was sought to hel p the Mal aysian clinbers during the training.

Nor Ramli said his nmain concern is the safety of his team nenbers,
adding that they will take all the necessary precautions to ensure the
climb is a safe one

A inmbing permts were booked fromthe Nepal ese Government in 1986. The
Sports and Youth Mnistry gave the project a boost when it endorsed a fee
of RMB0OO, 000 for the pernit.

An addi tional RV4A00,000 will be billed to the Ml aysi an team by the
Nepal ese trekki ng agency acting as the official guide for the nountaineers
in the expedition.

The cost incurred by the agency includes food and | odgi ng at the base



canp, Sherpa guides and |iaison officer, equipnment for hire and helicopter
rescue fromthe base canp.

Pre-summit food specially ordered for the sumrmit teamis estinated to
cost RMBO, 000. This covers a specially formulated diet for high-altitude
nmount ai neeri ng.

The clinmbers will have to rely on |ightweight food bars and speci al
l'iquid supplements. The specially formul ated nourishment is vital to their
survi val

Speci al group equipnent is estinmated to cost RM300,000 (tents, ropes,
cooki ng gear and clinbi ng accessories) while individual gear for clinbers
is estimted at RML5, 000 per person.

Personal accident insurance is also a requirement. A prem um of
RMb00, 000 for a sumof RML4 m|lion insurance for the expedition. This is
to assure the summit teamthat their lives are placed in high priority
wi t hout conproni se

Sir Edmund Hillary and his guide Tenzing Norgay Sherpa becane the first
persons to reach the peak of Mount Everest on May 29 1953.
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