13/ 06/ 1997
PMto hold talks with several heads of states

Jailani Harun in |stanbul

| STANBUL, Thurs: Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad, who will attend the

i naugural sunmit neeting of the Devel oping Eight (D-8) here, is schedul ed
to hold bilateral talks with several participating heads of governnent.

Barely one hour after his schedul ed arrival on Saturday afternoon, Dr
Mahathir will attend the pre-council nmeeting before calling on his Turkish
counterpart Dr Necrnettin Erbakan.

Dr Mahathir, who will be acconpanied by wife Datin Seri Dr Siti Hasmah
Ali, will then receive calls by Bangl adesh Prinme M nister Shei kh Hasina
Waj ed at the Ciragan Pal ace Hotel here, where they are expected to di scuss
various issues with regards to the D8 and bilateral ties.

In the evening, he will attend a dinner hosted by Turki sh President
Sul eyman Demirel for the heads of state/governnent and their del egations.
During the summt neeting, Dr Mahathir and the heads of governnment will
deliver their speeches on the inaugural formation of the D 8.

Anong i ssues to be discussed during the neeting are trade and econom ¢
cooperation, globalisation, the Islanic world and ot her econom c-rel at ed
agenda. It was reported that areas of cooperation include trade and
i nvestnent, human resources devel opnent, science and technol ogy, tourism
comuni cation and transportation.

Except for Egypt and Nigeria, all eight nenbers of the grouping are
bei ng represented by their heads, including President Suharto of |ndonesia
and Prinme M nister Nawaz Sharif of Paki stan.

Dr Mahathir will also hold separate neetings with Suharto and Nawaz
Sharif on Monday before | eaving for Beirut in the afternoon.

Er bakan nooted the idea to formthe D-8 | ast year to accel erate econonic
growth in Muslimcountries, particularly in the O ganisation of Islamc
Conf er ence.

Foreign M ni ster Datuk Abdull ah Ahnad Badawi, who is scheduled to arrive
here tonorrow norning, has attended two ministerial nmeetings here and in
Kual a Lunpur to prepare the agenda of the inaugural neeting.

Meanwhil e, the D-8 sunmit neeting started with the opening of the
Cul ture Days by Erbakan at the historical Bab-i Humayun Garden of Topkam
Pal ace here yesterday.

In his opening speech, Erbakan said it is significant that the
decl aration of a new world based on the D-8 will be declared in Istanbul,
"the capital of the world".

He al so said that since the participants of the D8 represent a total
popul ati on of 800 mllion, "they are com ng together in a way that would
| ay foundation for a new world based on peace".

(END)
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