17/ 07/ 1997

PMto i naugurate liver foundation

PETALI NG JAYA, Wed. - Prine Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will
| aunch the Mal aysi an Liver Foundation during a charity dinner to be held
on Aug 13 at the Sunway Lagoon Resort Hotel.

The dinner is organised by MLF and the Lions C ub of Kuala Lunpur South
with the Sungei Way G oup as the main sponsor of the event.

M_F president Datuk Dr Ismail Merican told a Press conference yesterday
that during the dinner, Dr Mahathir woul d personally accept cheques for
RMbO, 000 and above fromdonors. All donations are tax-exenpt.

He said Dr Mahathir is also the patron of the foundati on which was
registered |l ast year as a non-profit organi sation to educate the Ml aysi an
public on liver diseases, especially hepatitis and |iver cancer.

The foundation's trustees are Tun Mohanmed Hanif Onmar, Datuk Paduka Dr
Sal eha Mohd Ali and Sungei Way Group president Tan Sri Dr Jeffrey Cheah.

Dr Ismail said Dr Mahat hir had suggested setting up the foundation after
openi ng the Asia-Pacific Association for the Study of the Liver neeting
hosted by Mal aysia in 1994.

"Dr Mahathir wanted a foundation that coul d enhance know edge of Iliver
di seases anong the public."

Dr Ismail said in Malaysia, about 2.5 million people were infected with
hepatitis. O these, 25 per cent were at risk of serious infections and
eventual death fromcirrhosis and |iver cancer.

Those interested in attending the charity dinner can contact the
foundation at tel: 03-2543455/2543566 or fax: 03-2530900.
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