02/ 02/ 1997

PMto neet religious groups on social ills

KEPALA BATAS, Sat. - Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will
chair a meeting on social ills affecting youths in the Klang Valley with
religious officials on Wdnesday.

The neeting will al so discuss ways to tackle the problens, Deputy Prine
M ni ster Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimsaid today adding that the officials are
fromthe Kual a Lumpur |slamc Religious Council and nosques.

He said this when attending a buka puasa cerenmony with about 500
villagers in Kanmpung Padang Menora near here.

Anwar, who is also chairman of the Cabinet Committee on Social Ills,
said the problens affecting youths in the Klang Vall ey incl uded
gangsteri sm dadah abuse and sexually transmtted di seases including Al DS

Al so present at the ceremony was Deputy Chief M nister Datuk Mohd
Shariff QOmar.

Anwar said the Governnent viewed the social ills affecting youths
seriously and woul d not spare any effort to check them

"Qur future is dependent on our youths. W nust take i medi ate steps to
check their noral decadence."

Anwar, who is also Finance Mnister, said a sinilar high-level approach
to tackle the rising trend of indiscipline anobng youths at the State-|evel
woul d al so be carried out later.

A study carried out in the Klang Valley on indiscipline anong yout hs
| ast year reveal ed some shocking statistics.

More than 70 per cent of the youths aged 13 to 21 snoked, 40 per cent
wat ched pornographic filnms, 28 per cent were involved in ganbling and 14
per cent took hard drugs.

In 1995, about 36 per cent or 7,300 people who contracted H V were aged
bet ween 20 and 29.

Teenage crines also increased from 2,480 cases in 1970 to 4,012 in 1995.
The nunber of girls involved in vice rose from 325 cases in 1974 to 859 in
1995.
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