15/ 09/ 1997

PMto witness KLIA test-Ianding today

THE test-landing to be carried out at the RW billion Kuala Lunpur
International Airport (KLIA) by the first comrerci al aeroplane is
schedul ed for today, but the worsening haze condition raises the
possibility that it will be postponed due to the poor visibility.

Prime M nister Datuk Seri Dr Mahat hir Mhaned and Cabinet ministers are
scheduled to witness the test-landing of the Mal aysia Airlines Boeing 747
during their site visit there to see the devel opnent progress.

The test landing is the highlight of the basic trial run of the airport
which is scheduled to be in operations sone tinme during the first quarter
of next year.

Deputy Prine M nister Datuk Seri Anwar |brahimhad a nonth ago said that
al t hough the airport would be ready technically by Septenber 15 and its
total airport nmanagenent systemwould be in place by Decenber 15, the
Governnent had been advi sed by experts to allow for a few nonths of
testing and nonitoring of the various systens. He said the experts were of
the opinion that it would be best to have at |least a three-nonth trial
period to test and nonitor the efficiency of all systens involved in
aircraft |andi ng, baggage-handling, catering and security.

Transport Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Ling Liong Sik had said that the test
trials are to enable Malaysia Airlines to check the tinme taken for its
pl anes to land and taxi fromthe runway to the apron and hangar.

The results, he said, will then be filed with the International Air
Transport Association for tinme slots.

KLI A Bhd coordi nator for the trial run Anbrin Buang had | ast week said
that the haze woul d not pose any problens or delay the schedul ed test run
However, he said that the final decision to | and woul d be nmade on the

day itself, depending on the situation with safety as a priority.

To this end, KLIA Bhd is working closely with Mal aysia Airports Bhd,
MAS, the Departnent of Civil Aviation and the Meteorol ogi cal Services
Depart nent.
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