11/10/ 1997

PMto open Asean finance mnisters' neeting on Dec 1

ASEAN s nine ministers of finance and their senior officials will gather
in Kuala Lunpur from Decenber 1-3 for the 30th Anniversary Asean
Conf erence and Exhi bition on Fi nance.

Prime Mnister Datuk Seri Dr Mahathir Mhamad will deliver the keynote
address and officially open the conference and exhi bition on Decenber 1,
conference's organi ser Asean Busi ness Forum sai d yest erday.

The conference, organised in cooperation with the Asean Secretariat, is
thered "Asean Financial Initiatives For The 21st Century".

It is the highest |evel ever conference on finance in the region.

Asean secretary-general Datuk ajit Singh, in his nessage, said the
conference and exhibition "are unique in that they are probably the first
maj or Asean financial events of their kind to be held with the endorsenent
and participation of the Asean fi nance m nisters.

"Considering the recent crisis in the Asean currency narkets, the
conference will be particularly relevant to policynmakers who have to dea
with the chall enges of globalisation in the financial services sector.

"I amal so confident that the conference will provide an idea
opportunity for senior governnment policymakers and executives of financial
institutions in Asean to exchange views and fornul ate new areas of
cooperation to further devel op Asean financial markets."

Apart fromthe nine Asean finance ministers and finance officials,
senior representatives frominternational organisations, such as the
I nternational Monetary Fund and the World Bank as well as high-1evel
executives, are confirned speakers at the the conference.

Anmong the topics are "The Road Ahead: Snoboth Or Rocky?"; "Euro 1999:

I mplications For G obal Economic Gowth And Financial Market Stability";
"Risk Return Profiles O asean Econom es”; and "M ni m sing Ri sks,
Maxi m sing Returns In Asean".

The "Asean strategic partnerships in banking and finance" exhibition
showcases the banki ng and fi nance services of the Asean region with
exhi bitors having the opportunities to portray their financial products
and servi ce packages, expertise and technol ogy to a hi gh-powered and
speci fi c audi ence.

Those seeking nore information on the conference and exhi bition can
contact the Asean Busi ness Forum Secretariat at 03-241 9511 or at its e-
mai |, adm n@seanbf . po. ny.

(END)



	PM to open Asean finance ministers' meeting on Dec 1 (NST 11/10/1997)

